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W Would advertiſe the Readers of meaner 
Capacities and {lower Apprehenſions, 
if they find ſome Things above their or- 
dinary Capacities, to ks” on, for the moſt 
neceſſary Points are handled in the plaineſt 
Terms I could well deliver them. 
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PREFACE 


Concerning POSITI VE 
_  STITUTIONS, and in 4 
ticular, as relating to the LORD $ 
SUPPER. 


S God is of purer Eyes than to 
Al behold Si, and delights chief 
ly in the Oblation of pure, and hea- 
= venly Affections; ſo he requires the 
Sacrifice of an Obedient Will, and 
we myſt ſuppoſe the Supreme Lord of All meant 
to impreſt an early, quick, and lively Senſe of his 
Supreme Dominion upon our Firſt Parents by a 
Poſitive Command, a Mark of his indiſpu table 
Authority, and a proper Trial of that abſolute 
Obedience which he requires of his rational Creation. 
Pofitive Commands, tho about Things that ap- 
pear indifferent, ſuch as Eating of the Pruit of a 
certain Tree, yet as meerly Pofitive, eſtabliſh 
God's Right of Commanding, and his incontroula- 
ble Authority. 
And our Obedience in this Caſe does mo fal- 
* demonſtrate our m_ of his Oy and 
2 our 


4 PREFACE. | 
our entire Dependance; and puniſh'd was the 
Diſobedience ſo ſeverely, that all future Ages 
might tremble at the Breach of a Poſitive 
Command, and this, tho attended with the Cir. 
cumſtance of a glorious End, which might ſeem 
to juſtify our Firſt Parents, which was ( as the 
Devil ſuggeſted and they believed) a Divine 
Knowledge, even to be as Gods knowing Good 
and Evil ; and Evil they. did know, and that ex- 
| perimentally attended with Divine Vengeance. 
0 eis proper to obſerve in this our degenerate 
Age, abounding with Freethinkers of all ſont, 
and Deſpiſers of God's Power and Authority in 
Poſiti xe Duties, that tho Poſitive Duties, as 
ſuch, have no moral Obligation arifing from the 
eternal Relations of Things, yet when they are 
confidered as the Command of God (as this I am 
treating of is inforced with) they are, aud do 
become Moral, becauſe abſolute Obedience is dye 
to the Nil of God, in what manner ſoever that 
may be revealed unto us, ſo that tho Poſitive 
Inſtitutions in their own Nature may be, and are 
about indifferent Things, yet not to pay a juſt Re- 
gard to them, muſt be abſolutely Immoral, bt- 
cauſe ſuch a Neglect is an avowed Diſobedience 
to the Will of our great Creator; and tho the 
alt preſcribed be, fimply confidered, indifferent, 
yet the Obedience þ by performing it is al- 
ſolutely Moral. 
I would defire to know (ſays a Learned Wri- 
ter) whether Obedience to the Mill of God be not 
a moral and a neceſſary Duty ; if it be ſo, then 
Diſobedience muſt be eſſentially wrong, and puniſþ- 
able, and Men incur the Divine Diſpleaſure, 
not by neglecting a Thing indifferent, but diſ- 
obeying a Divine Command.—1 add the Morality 
of every Duty ſtrittiy and Chriſtianly Speaking, 
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wiſes from the Command of God, without whom 
zthing is Strong, nothing is Holy; and the 
(bedience to it in that Relation makes it Re- 
tardable, and gives a Sanction as it were to Vir- 
mu Actions; — Patience, Fortitude, and even 
Meekneſs,that Jeweland Ornament ofa Chriſti- 
us Life, aud Charity that never fails, if built 
i founded upon Principles ſetting aſide, or in- 
ferior to the divine Will, if they fail in their 
Meri ves, or do not aim at their proper Ends, 
they fall ſhort, very ſhort, of Virtues of the firſt 
Magnitude, and as ſuch will looſe their Reward ; 
— For Patience and Meekneſs, without this Re- 
lation, would put on a Stoical Indifference and 
kſenſibility; and Charity to the Poor a Tender- 
wſs of Nature only, or a Pharaſaical Pride; — 
0s the Contrary, Abraham's ſlaying his Son (a 
Type of Chriſt crucified on the Croſs) conſidered 
without the Circumſtance of a Divine Command, 
would haue been one of the moſt unnatural, cruel, 
and frmply immoral Actions imaginable ; but 
allowing the Interpofition of a Divine Command, 
it raiſes the Action up to the moſt exalted In- 
fance of Heroic Piety and Obedience; and as 
ſuch, received its Reward from the Sovereign Lord 
of the World. | 

Thus, if abſolute Submiſſion is due to the 
Divine Will, and if that be more eſpecially 
eum in obeying Pofitive Commands, — If ſuch 
Iiftitutions be greatly ſubſervient to the indiſpen- 
fble Ends of Morality and Virtue, which are 
fampt with an eternal Obligation from the Con- 
fruity and Agreeableneſs of their Natures — If 
in relation to external Worſhip, they are mani- 
feſtly neceſſary to keep up the Face of, and propa- 
gate Religion among Mankind. If the common 
Intereſt of Piety and Virtue is thereby greatly ad- 


vanced. — 
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vauced.— If by this Pofuive Duty, eſpecially 
Temptations are fenced and guarded againſt, 

Vu powerfully excites;,— If it has a great Hand 
upon our Obedience, — If it likewiſe cunduces very 
much to our Improvement in a Virtuous Temper, 
whilſt it ſuggeſts to us proper Sentiments, all which 
(by the Tendency of Preparation required) it cer- 
taiuiy does : Then theſe add a mighty Obligation. 
For Inflance, How muſt that one Confide- 
ration be, of the Sou of God's dying for our Sins, 
and for the Sins of Mankind only! And how ter- 
rible muſt the Math of God be againſt Sinners, 
when th Lord of Heaven and Earth would accept 
no me Attonement for, or Expiation of 
the Sins of Mankind, than the Sacrifice of 
his dearly beloved Son in whom he was well 
pleaſed, and whom he has commanded us to hear, 
i. e. to obey ! — It admoniſhes us alſo, how holy and 
clean we ſhould endeavour to be when we come 
forth to meet the Lord; nay more, to be 
Gueſts at his Holy Table, By theſe and many 
other Conſiderationt, the Relative Excellency of 
this Poſitive Duty is demonſtrated, being ſo en- 
tirely expreſſive of what it is inſtituted for ; 

and therefore, ſays Dr. Scott, It is worth our 
obſerving, how much Care Chriſt hath taken 
in the very Conſtitution of our Religion to 
oblige us to conſtant Repetitions of out 
Vows and Reſolutiops, as in this Holy Ordi- 

| nance.— For till we come to a confirmed State in 
Goodneſs, our Holy Fervors will be very apt t0 
cool, our good Purpoſes to flacken and unwind ; 
and our virtuous Endeavours to languiſh and grov 
weary ; ſo that unleſs we revive our Religion with 
frequent Reftoratives, in a little time it will faint 
aud dye away. Befides, the Senſe of the dread- 


+ ful Vow we have upon us, is very apt to ouer- aue 
| | us 
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PREFACE 

u ſo, as not to let us think of finning without 
Horror ; — For Lord ! how ſhall I dare to cheat 
on defrand my Neighbour, when it it but the 
uber Day that I vowed to be honeſt, and took 
err — — With what Conſcience can 
{ hate, or defign Revenge againſt my Brother, 
when 1 ſo lately ſwore unto God, and that upon 
the Body and Blood of my Saviour, that 1 
world love and forgive all the World ! 

Behold ye Deſpiſers of Pofitive Inſtitutions and 
Wonder ! For here we have openly repreſented to 
ur Senſes one of the greateſt Arguments againſt 
Sn in all our Religion, viz. the agonizing Paſſion 
and Sacrifice of our Bleſſed Saviour, broken and 
bleeding for our Tranſgreſſions.— Sure if Men had 
one Dram of Religion in them, they would not 
be able, after ſuch Engagements, to look upon any 
Temptations to Sin, at leaſt conſent to it, without 
trembling : Befides, can we think much to part 
with 4hoſe Sins which ci the Blood of the Son of 
Cod Well therefore may the Heavens be aſto- 
wiſhed and the Earth tremble, and all the Crea- 
tion of God ſtand amazed at us, (the greateſt 
Part of us) to ſee how inſenfible we are of this 
miraculous, moſt raviſhing, and endearing Love ;— 
How ſhall we account for theſe Things ! . 

Why, (To Conclude) whatever Pretences of Un- 
worthineſs Men may make to keep them from this 
Ordinance, this Poſitive Duty, and think that 
will excuſe them; I doubt not but the great Rea- 
ſon of their Neglect and Inſenfibility is this, that 
they love their Luſts, and are reſolved, whatever 
comes of it, they will not part with them; and 
ſo they will not come to the Sacrament, becauſe 
they muſt be obliged to renounce their Luſts there, 
which they are extreamly unwilling to do.— 
And if this be the Reaſon, as I am afraid it is, 

they 
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they are. Unworthy indeed, the more Shame for 
them ! But it is ſuch an Unworthineſs, as i; ſo 
far from excufing their Neglect, that it is a great 
Aggravation of it ; for he that will not receive 
the Sacrament, becauſe he will not renounce hit 


Lufts, makes one Sin the Reaſon of another, and 
ſo pleads that for an Excuſe, which will be the 
Cauſe of his Condemnation. — 


The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
generally neceſſary to Salvation : Be- 


ing a Supplement to the True Account 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt and of the 


Primitive Church, with Reſpett to 
the Euchariſt, &c. 


HE N a ſerious, ſincere and con- 

dderate Chriſtian has found our, 
and experimentally felt the ſhat- 
ter d Condition and Weakneſs of 

| Human Nature by our Fall, eſpe- 
= cially in relation to his Spiritual 
Powers and Improvements. That he can 
do nothing of himſelf, but that his Strength is 
in, and his Sufficiency of his God, thro' Jeſus 
Criſt, he will, — he muſt find a Neceſſity of 
a Redeemer, and ſuch a Redeemer as will ſup- 
port, ſtrengthen and ſanctify him all along in 
Spiritual Life, by Helps, Aſſiſtances and Means 
appointed; and ſuch he will find left upon Re- 
cord in the Holy Goſpels, to confirm his Hope 
and encourage him to draw near with a ful 4ſ- 


Jurance of Faith, 
B Now 


| (10) 

No when this Man is inſtructed and ſatiſ- 
lied in the Nature, End and Efficacy of the Holy 
Communion, one great Means of Spiritual Life, 
— that it is dignified with the Title, and 
really is to all Intents and Purpoſes, ſpiritually, 
and in effect, the Body and Blood of Chriſt his 


Redeemer, — That it ſhews forth the Lord's 
Death till he comes, — That it conveys the 
Benefits of his Paſſion, — That it is the New 
Covenant in Chriſt's Blood, or the Blood of the 
everlaſting Covenant, by which we are ſancti fed 
hat it gives us a (a) covenanting Right 
to the Claim of Forgiveneſs of Sins thro that 
Blood once offer d — And reaches out, and 
communicates to us the Influences of the Holy 
Spirit, and indeed, an Earneſt of Immortality, 


John = 54. and of a Reſurrection to Eternal Life — When 


a Man moreover is taught to abhor the bar- 
barous and ſhocking Doctrine of Carnal Eating 
of the Papiſt, and the dry and ſenſeleſs bare Re- 
membrance of the Sacramentarians, ſuch as the 
Commemoration of an abſent Friend or Bene- 
factor — Such a Chriſtian ſeems only to want to 
be inſtructed in the Neceſſity and Extent of this 
Duty; as to the Obligation of performing it, 
and that frequently,the Preparation ON 

aviour 


(a) Solemn Covenants ratified with Men by Sacrifice, as 
in Jacob and Laban, Gen. xxxi. 46, 54 and in various In- 
' ances thro the Eaſtern Countries. The Meſaical Ce 
venant was confirm'd by the Blood of the Sacrifice, Heb. ix. 
18, 19, 20. and all good Men made and continued their 
Covenant with God by Sacrifice. Pal. 50. 5. Gather my Saints 
285 to me, they that have made a Covenant with me with 
- Sacrifice. 

Alſo eating and drinking together is a Covenanting Cere- 
mony, uſed among all Nations for expreſſing Friendſhip and 
Reconciliation, and for the ratifying Leagues and Covenant. 
 — See Dr. Cudworth's true Notion of the Lord's Supper. 
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ha viour at it, and from hat Hands he ſhould re- 


ly ceive it, that it may be indeed verily and effectu- 
„au the Body and Blood of Chriſt to him the Re- 
d ceiver—— In ſhort, when aChriſtian underſtands, 
Js owns and acknowledges this myſterious Rite to be 


1 a ſolemn Application to God the Father, by the 
prieſt of the Covenant of Grace, for all the 
nneſtimable Benefits purchaſed by Chriſt's of- 
fering of himſelf once for all, by ſetting before 
and offering to God the Holy Symbols, or (6b) 
Repreſentatives of Chriſt's Body and Blood, by 
Way of reminding God the Father of the Co- 


and Sacrifice of Jeſus Chriſt ; and interceeding 
with him, to be propitious for the Merits and 
Blood of his Son there repreſented as offer'd 
for the Sins of the whole World. When a 
Man is thoroughly ſatisfy'd in all this, (c) he 
may enquire what the Scripture and Primitive 
Antiquity determine concerning theObligation 
that lyes upon him to attend upon and frequent 
this ſolemn Inftitution of our Lord. . 
Now from a ſeriaus and devout Chriſtian 
ſeeking Inſtruction in this Duty on his Part) I 
deſire a ſtrict Attendance in a Matter of ſo 
high Moment, viz. That as the Sacraments 
B 2 are 
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(4) The Language of the ancient Chriſtians was repreſen- 
tative, or prepitiatory Oblation, and alſo Sacrifice, even in 
their Liturgies. But never in all the Compaſs of 
nuine Primitive Antiquity is it call'd a Propitiatory Sacrifice 
for the Living and the Dead, as the Papiſts hold. —— Nor, 
on the other Extream, is it call'd a bare Remembrance, as of 
m abſent Benefactor; that is a new and late Doctrine never 
dreamt of by the Primitive Church. : 

c Moſt of theſe Things contained and proved in the Au- 
thor's True Account of the Doctrine of Chrift and of 
the Primitive Church, with Reſpect to the Eychariſt, Cc. 


renant of Grace, eſtabliſh'd on the Prieſthood Ia, xliii. 26. 


(12) 

are of poſitive Inftitution, ſo one of the two 
1s Part of the Laſt Will of our dying Lord and 
Saviour, commiſſioning his Apoſtles to do as he 
had done, with a Promiſe to be with them, con- 
firming what they did, and their Succeſſors to 
the End of the World. Again, that 
Adam for tranſgreſſing a Poſitive Command loſt 
Paradiſe. — That our Church affirms, that 
the two Sacraments are generally neceſſary to Sal- 
vation. — The Senſe of which Words, I wiſh, 
I pray God all Chriſtians of our Communion 
may lay to Heart. And moreover, I would re- 
commend it to the Reader's Conſideration, 
how theſe Things lie upon the Face of Holy 
Scripture, and how they are undeniably con- 
firmed by it. 

Let us firſt then look into the Book of God, 
the Teſtament of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſee what 
is deliver'd there, and by turning to it we 
ſhall find our Blefſed Lord inftituting it thus, 
— viz. Matt. xxvi. 26, 27, 28. As they were 
eating (the Feaſt of the Paſſover) Jeſus took Bread 
and bleſſed it, and brake it, aud gave it to his 
Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Body; 
and he took the Cup and gave Thanks, and gave it to 
them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it, for this is my 
Blood of the New Teſtament which is ſhed for many 
for the Remiſſion of Sins, — We have the ſame 
Account almoſt in the ſame Words in St. Mark 
XIV. 22, 23, 24. and St. Luke xxii. 19, 20. 
and alſo by St. Paul, who receiv'd it by Reve- 
lation from Chriſt himſelf, 1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25- 
T bis is the Blood of the New Teſtament, which is 
ſhed, given, or offer'd to God. This do as oft as 
ye doit. Do what? Why Bleſs, break Bread, 
and offer it to God in Remembrance of me. Plead- 
ing the Price I paid, and putting the moſt High 

| | in 
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in Mind of the meritorious Blood of his dear 
Son,and declaring your thankfulRemembrance 
and humble Acceptance of the ſame; for as 
Chriſt could offer to none his Body and Blood 
but the Father, Eph. v. 2. For he offered it for, 
not to Man: So they were to do as he had 
done. Alſo they, and all Chriſtians, were to 
declare this their thankful Remembrance, or 
to preach it as it were to all ſucceeding Ages; 
for ſo the Words ſignify, ſbewing forth the Lord's 
Death till his coming again, 

Thus our Saviour's Inftitution join'd with 
St. Pauls Divine Revelation, confirms what is to 
be done by Prieſt and People, and that not on- 
ly whilft the Apoſtles lived, but in plain Words, 
"til 1 coming again, viz. to judge the Quick and 
Dea | 

Here is a ſtanding Inſtitution, and a Com- 
mand for the performing of, and Obedience to 
it. Do this. 

Now that I may judge aright in relation to 
the performing this Laſt Will of my dying 
Lord and gracious Redeemer, and may ſucceed 
in my Interpretation of the Frequency as well 
as Neceſſity of this Duty, and ſne what ſtrong 
Obligations we are under, frequently to attend 
this Part of our Chriſtian Service, 

I enquire immediately, what was the Prac- 
tice of che Apoſtles and their Succeſſors, as re- 
corded in Scripture, and the next ſucceeding 
Apes; for we muſt allow them to be the moſt 
competent Judges in this Matter, who not only 
were fully inſtructed by their Lord and Maſter, 
but alſo were afterwards aſſiſted by the eſpecial · 
Guidance of the Holy Ghoſt, and were conſe- 
quently beſt able, as well as aſſuredly willing, 
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to chalk out the Way, and practice to their '®! 
Sncceſſors (d). thu 
I look forward therefore, and find recorded Ml ”* 
for my Inſtruction in this Matter theſe follow- V. 
ing Paſſages, in relation to the ARings of the Ml © 
Apoſtles, and Apoſtolical Men, and Holy Wl © 
2 of whole Sincerity I no more doubt Ml 
than I doubt of my Bible; nay, from whoſe Ml * 
Fidelity we have that Book of God, thoſe Di- f. 
vine Oracles, handed down to us. th 
I find, I ſay, (beſide the aforeſaid Inftitution ſh 
and Command of Chriſt) St. Paul giving In- la 
ſtructions for the Performance of this Duty to 
the Corinthians, 1 Ep. xi. 18, Cc. and thro' Wl ” 
them to all ſucceeding Chriſtians in after Apes, a 
Thus, — ben aſſembled into one Place to eat Pp 
the Lord's Supper, tho it is not ſaid how often c 


there, yet it is expreſſed after this Manner, 4; 
oft as ye eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 
which was interpreted and praiſed by the firſt 
Chriſtians as conſtant as their publick Meeting 
together, and ſo we find them continuing, 
Ats ii. 42. in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellow- 
ſhip, and in breaking of Bread, and in Prayers ; 
which is a Deſcription of the whole Chriſtian 
rvice ; For breaking of Bread, by which here, 
nd in ſeveral Places, the Sacrament is deſerib d, 
was as conſtant as their hearing the Word 
preached, and praying to God when they met 
publickly together (e). A conſtant and 1 
| art 

(4) See my Introduction to the True Account, &c. 
(e) So it continued afterwards, even to the Third and 
Peourth Century, in St. Cyprian's and St. Hierom's Times; 
+ and we have Accounts from early Ages, that they that ap- 
| at Church and did not communicate were excommu- 

nicated, Apoft. Can. 9. and Conc. Antioch. Can. 2. 
* "The Uſe of the Sacrament is likewiſe 

by Pliny, the Heathen, in his Letter to Trajan — 
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Part it was, I ſay, of Divine Worſhip; for 
thus St. Paul and the Diſciples upon the firſt 
Day of the Week came together to break Bread. 
What, did they come together on Sunday to 
eat a common Meal? That looks and ſounds 
jery odly ; no, the Deſign was to receive the 
Sacrament as that Expreſſion implies (F). Add 
to this, St. Paul ſtay d at Troas fix Days, (i. e.) 
from Tueſday till Sunday, before we hear of 
the Brethren coming together for PublickWor- 
ſhip, for he tarried there ſeven Days; and it is 
faid, on the Morrow, (i. e.) on Monday being to 
go away, then upon the firſt Day of the Week he 
preached to them, and celebrated the Lord's Sup- 
per, expreſſed there by breaking of Bread and 
eating, Acts xx. 7, 11, 

Upon this and ſome parallel Texts is the 
Obſervation of the Lord's Day grounded, 
tho there is no expreſs Command about it, and 
we have only the Example of the firſt Chriſti- 
ans in Memory of the Reſurre&ion of their 
once dead Maſter. So alſo, tho there was no 
expreſs Command for frequent communicating, 
yet the Practice of the firſt Chriſtians confirms 
it, as well as the Nature of the Duty requires 
it. Thus the keeping of the Lord's Day, bap- 
tizing Infants in particular, the Worſhip of 
God in public, frequent communicating, the as 
often as ye eat this Bread, or how often, muſt 
be all chiefly grounded upon, and known by 
the Practice of the firſt Chriſtians, and our 
Rule of Duty in theſe, and many other Caſes, 


peror, where he deſcribes the Chriſtians conſtant Sacra- 
mental Actions, even 7 — private Meetings for fear of 
Perſecutions, Plin. lib. to. Ep. 97. | . 

Y See Dr. Hammond, Dr. Whitby, Orcumen and Theo- 


muſt 
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muſt be taken from the Ulſage of the Primitive 


_ Chriſtians, who were undoubtedly ſet right in 
theſe momentous Points, in relation to a Practice 
which lay open to every Eye: Which carries a 
plain and convincing Reaſon why there was 
not, or needed not be any particular Order or 
Command concerning any of them. 

However, we ſee the whole of the Diſciples 
coming together for Divine Worſhip is expreſ- 
ſed by this one Action of Breaking of Bread, 
and ſo neceſſary and eſſential a Part of Divine 
Worſhip was this deem'd to be in thoſe early 
Days, that the Whole is ſignified by this one 
Action. 

By the frequent as well as dangerous Negled 
of this Chriſtian Duty, which at preſent is but 
too viſible amongſt us in moſt of our Country 
Pariſhes, one would imagine there was no Inſti- 
tution, or Command upon the n ; both 
which appear in the Teſtament our Lord. 
And you muſt have heard, that he that keeps 
the whole Law, and offends (wilfully, or allowed- 
ly) in one Point, is guilty of all, and ſhall be 
dealt with as ſuch for deſpiſing and affronting 
that Authority that enacted and enforced all 
the Poſitive as well as the Moral Laws; and 
if he that deſpiſed Moſes's Law dyed without 
Mercy, of how much ſorer Puniſhment ſhall 
he be thought worthy who ſo far deſpiſes our 
Saviour's laſt Words and dying Commands, 
and even (interpretatively) that very Blood by 
which, and which alone, we are ſanctiſied? 

Add to this, as the Lord's Supper will ap- 

in the Sequel the moſt beneficial ,and 

moſt extenſive Part of God's Worſhip, and as 
it is the Will and Teſtament of our gracious 

dying Lord, who for two eaſy Rites, * 
' | an 
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(1) 
and the Lord's Supper has deliver'd us from 
the numerous and burdenſome Rites of the 
Law,— Even the not ordering ſet Times for 
the doing this, points it out as a ſtated, and 
conſtant Part of Divine Worſhip, if we add 
that it was accounted ſo by the earlieſt Chri- 
ſtians, and ſo expounded by the Practice of 
the Apoſtles and Primitive Church, as the ve- 
nerable Records of Antiquity aſſure us. 

We ſhould underſtand this Inſtitution there- 
fore regularly obſerved neceſſary to give Virtue 
and Efficacy to all the Parts of Chriſtian Vor- 
ſhip, even as the Oblation of Sacrifice under 
the Law did to the Prayers which were offer d 
with them. For ſuppoſe any Man ſhou'd 
have urged thus under the Law —— That if 
Men prayed devoutly to God, tho' they of- 
fer d no Sacrifice, they ſhould be accepred by 
him; I doubt not but this wou'd have been 
deſpiſing of Moſes's Law, and ſuch Men (as was 
kid ore) muſt have dyed without Mercy 
tho* they had - prayed never ſo devoutly ; and 


yet the Apoſtle tells us, that we ought to have Heb. 10. 28, 


a greater Regard to the Laws and Inſtitu- 29. 
tions of Chriſt, than the Jes had to the 
Law of Moſes. 

Obſerve therefore, O ſerious Chriſtian, that 
the Danger of neglecting the Lord's Supper is 
ſo great, that the Neglect of it may render 
all our Worſhip unacceptable to the great 
Law-giver. And as the Sacrifices of old were 
only effectual as Types of Chriſt, the grand 
dacrifice; ſo a Right to Chriſt's Sacrifice on 
the Croſs is, by the Inſtitution of our Sa- 
viour, convey'd in the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper; and therefore tho“ we pray in Chriſt's 
Name, if we neglect my Inftitution, ſo. ag 
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ly enjoin'd, and commanded: to be obſerved, 
and whereby the Virtue of this Sacrifice is con- 
vey'd to our Prayers, we muſt pray without 
any Intereſt in Chriſt's Sacrifice, and we may 
eaſily gueſs of what Worth ſuch Prayers 
ate; juſt as much as our good Works with- 
out an expiatory Sacrifice to recommend them 
unto God. a 
Again, As the Peace- offer ings, upon which 
the Prieſts and People feaſted before the Lord 
at his Altar, were often repeated, being in- 
ſtituted Signs of Covenant, Peace, Union, 
and Friendſhip: And as it was not enough 
to offer, unleſs they alſo ate of them; ſo feaſt- 
ing on the Lord's Body, by way of Repreſen- 
tation and Commemoration, anſwers to the In- 
ſtirution of God under the Law. Alſo, under 
the Goſpel we cannot promiſe, that the Sacri- 
fice of Chriſt upon the Croſs will avail us 
any thing, unleſs we commemoratively feed 
on the ſacramental Elements, to which Chriſt 
„ N the Merits and Benefits of his Sa- 
crifice. 
Add here, that expiatory Sacrifices, which 
were Types of the grand Sacrifice, even of 
Chriſt, were not commanded the Ferwws only, 
but had obtain'd among moſt other Nations 
from Tradition, whoſe Original, more than 
probably, was a Revelation from God in the 


very firſt Ages of the World, and were con- 


tinually repeated both occaſionally, and at 
certain flared Times, and made u great Part 
of the external Religion of Mankind. Now, 
if this -was immediately from God, it pointed 


Heb. 9. 22., out the Neceſſity of that Truth, that without 


of Blood there was no remiſſion. And if 


any doubt of the Command of Sacrificing from 
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God, yet they muſt acknowledge, that the Ge- 
neral Senſe of the Heathen World (wherever 
they had 1t) was, that meer Repentance, without 
Expiation, would not avail ; which ſtands proved 
by the uninterrupted Practice of Sacrificing, 
and by the Senſe of all Sinners of all Reli- 
gions, that the Wrath of God could not be 
appeaſed, nor the Sinner skreen'd from the 
Vengeance of the offended Deity, without Ex- 
piation by Sacrifice; and correſpondently the 
Jews, by Divine Appointment, had Sacrifices 
of Atonement for the ſmalleſt as well as the 
ter Sins. But preſumptuous Sinners were 
excluded the Benefit of that Law of Sacrifices, 
as under the Goſpel ſuch, if they come to the 
Lord's Table, are guilty of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſt. —— Guilty of Irreverence to, 
and Prophanation of che Repreſentatives which 
were ſubſtituted by Chriſt, not only to call to 
Remembrance, but to be to us all that his 
Body and Blood pour'd out for us could be, 


if actually preſent. Now once in the End of Heb. 9. 26. 


the World Chriſt appear d to put away Sin by 
the Sacrifice of himſelf, and hath obtain d the 
Benefit of Eternal Redemptios for us, i. e. of 
having our Repentance accepted to Eternal 
Life, and he is the Author of Eternal Salva- 
tion. — To whom ? to all that obey him. 
The loweſt Senſe and Meaning of which muſt 
be To them that wilfully, and knowingly 
break none of his Commands, but ſincerely en- 
deavour to keep them All, one of which All 
is (and a dying one too) to do this in Remem- 
brace of bim; and as the great Outram has 
long ſince obſerv' d, a wilful Neglect in this 
Point is a wilfu] Diſobedience to God, and 
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( 20) 
Dr. Outran!s therefore renders the guilty Perſon liable to 
Ser. upon Job. eternal Death. | 
9 858 But I proceed to obſerve, that there ad- 
vances a new Addition of Strength to confirm 
what is related before, if we add St. Paul's 
Reaſoning about the Sacraments, where he 
urges— T hat the Deſign of both Sacraments, 
which our Lord inſtituted, was to unite all 
Chriſtians by the Means of the Life-giving 
Spirit to Chriſt ſeſus their Head, and to one 
another, and ſo make them one myſtical Body, 
For, after having call'd the whole Goſpel 
2 Cor. 3. 8. Diſpenſation, The Miniſtration of. the Spirit, 
be fa, ther is one Body, and one Spirit ; and 
that as by one Spirit we are baptized into one 
Body, i. e. by the Influence of the Spirit 
incorporated into one Society, enter d into 
Chriſt's Church, and made lively Members of 
that his myſtical Body, and Members one of 
another; which is done by means of that on- 
Spirit, that Bond of ſpiritual Union, that abi- 
ding Principle of Sanctity and Holineſs, which 
actuates, influences, animates, and enlivens 
the whole Body, and gives Strength and Nou- 
riſnment to every Part. So (continues he) 
do we drink into one Spirit in the holy Supper, 
and that is the Means that Chriſt hath ap- 
pointed for his communicating, and our re- 
ceiving the continual Influences of the Holy 
Spirit, by which the Union that is betwixt 
hriſt and his Members is maintained : For 
having call'd the Cup the Communion of ibe 
1 Cor. 10 16, Blood of Chriſt, the Bread the Communion 
17+ of the Body of Chrift, He aſſigns this as one 
Reaſon 7% for we being many are one Bread, 
and one Body, | for we are all partakers of that 
one Bread, From whence it is plain, that we 
are 


. (=) 
e united to each other by partaking of that 
kme Bread (which places Chriſtian Unity in 
joint Participation of this holy Feaſt) and 
eſpecially united with Chriſt alſo, where he 
hat cateth Cbriſt's Fleſh, and drinketh his Blood, 


lim, Where it is plain again, that the Union of 
the Members to their Head, even Chriſt, is ſer 
forth as preſerved by the partaking of that Sacra- 
nent by Chriſt himſelf. St. Paul (as it is urged) 
ſcribes our being one Body to our partaking of this 
m Bread, and plainly enforces, that we are living 
Members of Chriſt, by partaking of this one 
dead; and therefore by Conſequence intimates, 
that Chriſtians that do not partake of this one 
Fread, are not living Members of Chriſt. Be- 
cauſe we are baptized (for Inſtance) into one 
lady, we conclude, and that juſtly too, that 
Baptiſm is neceſſary to make us Members of 
Chriſt z; or that none are within the Pale 
of the Church, or true Chriſtians, till 
hey are baptized ; and becauſe it is there 
id, that by partaking of that one Bread we 
ne one Body, is not the Concluſion equally 
jſt, that it is neceſſary to be Partakers of this 
ne Bread, in order to be Members of this one 
Body? Or, in few words, we are not true 
Chriſtians whilſt we deny ourſelves the parta- 
king of it, or if it is juſtly denied us. This is 
the Doctrine of the Primitive Church, and 
their Practice was agreeable to it. 
If this is a true Repreſentation (and that it 
8, I appeal to the Texts, and Contexts, and 
St, pabbs Subject and Argument) then thoſe 
that call themſelves Chriſtians, and oppoſe, or 
negle&t this Reaſoning of St. Paul, confirm'd 
by our Saviour; or careleſly diſregard it, when 
offer'd, 


(myſtically) dwelleth in Chriſt, and Chriſt in John 6. 56. 


1 Cor. 7. 40. 


"© 2 
offer*d, muſt do Deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, 
and think the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles a 
very Trifter, tho? he fo — e the Ar- 
gue in ſtrong and beautiful Metaphors ; or 
eny him the Guidance of the Holy Ghoſt, 
whoſe uniting Properties and ſanctifying Gra- 
ces he is (by that Spirit) aſcertaining to Chriſt's 
Chureh, who, in the loweſt Degree of Advice, 
ſays with uncommon Boldneſs, ——7 think J 
bave the Spirit of God, —when he gives his 
Judgment—as one that had oblained Mercy of 
the Lord io be faithful, ver. 25.——But this 
Diſcourſe is not penn'd for Unbelievers, or 
Reprobates — 
I ſhall farther confirm the indiſpenſable Ob- 
ligation that lyes upon every Chriſtian to com- 
ly with this chriſtian Duty. There are many 
laces I might inſiſt upon, that prove this 
Point, but f account the abovenamed, with 
this that follows, ſufficient Evidence to a rea- 
ſonable Chriſtian. Let us conſult therefore 
the th Chapter of St. Fobn's Goſpel, which 
is ſo full, that, if read carefully over, I cannot 
ſee how a conſcientious Chriſtian can quiet his 
own Soul, or promiſe himſelf Salvation, un- 
der an avowed Negle& of a Duty that ſtares 
him in the Face fo expteſſy. For, I verily 
think, ſhould I neglect it, tho? never ſo holy, 
and good otherwiſe, that very wilful Neglect 
wou'd ſhut me our of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven: For what ſhall we ſay to theſe words, 


ver. 53. Verily, verily (ſee how earneſt Chriſt 


is) I ſay unto you, except ye eat the Fleſh of the 
Son of Man, and drink his Blood, ye baue no 
Life in you ?. Again, with the fame Eameſtneſs, 
ver. 54. Whoſo cateth my Fleſh, and drinketh 


my Blood, bath (an Earneſt or Title to a Re- 


ſurrection 
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ſurrection to ) eternal Life, and I will raiſe him ) 
up at the laſt Day. So that as our Union with 

| Chriſt, and ſpiritual Life, is owing to our wor- 

thy partaking of this ſolemn inſtituted Ordi- 

' nance, ſo our Title to eternal Life is derived 
from it; and it gives us an Earneſt of Im- 
mortality, & in this Senſe, and to this Effect 


(as in ver. 55.) Chriſt's Fleſh is Meat indeed, 
and his Blood Drink indeed.” 


Thus have I ſhewn the Neceſſity of our 
partaking of the Lord's Table, as Chriſtians, 


by 
| Note here, that this 6th Chapter of St. John belongs to 
| the Sacrament, for which ſee Mr. Fobn/on and Dr. War- 
rms. And yet the carnal _—_ of the Papiſt is not at 
all help'd by this Diſcourſe of our Saviour, ſuppoſing 
that it belongs to the Sacrament; for which conſult Dr. 
Benet, and my true Account, &c, where we are ed 
ſafficiently by our Saviour's own Interpretation (as is ſhewn 
there) againſt all groſs Conceptions of the Romanift ; give 
me leave to add here, that by the ſame Interpretation of 
Chriſt, we are confin'd to underſtand, that his Fleſh and 
Blood are Meat, and Drink indeed to Chriſtians in ſuch a 
manner as a Soul can be fed, and nouriſhed by them to 
eternal Life; and that muſt be ſpiritual, and fo only his 
Hab is Meat indeed, and his Blood Drink indeed. 

Nay, it is impoſſible that Diſcourſe of Chriſt ſhould be 
taken li and carnally, confiſtent with Truth and 
common For altho our Saviour ſaid in that Chap- 
= iter, my Nes i: Meat indeed, ver. 55. Again, He that 

cateth my Fleſh (term'd the Bread of God, the true Bread 
from Heaven, the Bread of Life, ver. 32, 33.) and drink- 
eh 23 Ball never bunger, ſhall never thirſt, ver. 
35 * ſhall net die, but all live for ever, ver. co, 
1,—-Yet the Apoſtles Hunger d, thirfted, and died after 
cating that Bread of Lift. On the other Side of the 
ion, the Expreſſions of the Holy Jeſus are utterly ir- 
reconcileable to the Senſe of meer Belirving, or entertain- 
ing Chrif's Doctrine, as ſome interpret. 

For to paſs by theſe Remarks, that no Author ever yet 
uſed eating of Fleſh for believing only, and alſo that our 
Lord bids the Few to labour for the Meat that endureth 
to eternal Li the ſame with Meat indeed —— his 
Feb emmmnnnohich be would give for the Life of the "—_— 


(24 ) 


Now Chriſt explains the Labour, or Work of God, he ex: 


horts to, to be Belief in him, ver. 29. And if the Work 
of God, or the Labour be Belief in him, then the Mea, 
that endureth to eternal Life, muſt be the Object or Reward 
of that Labour, and conſequently cannot be Belief, which 
is the Labour and the Reward or Wages of that Labour 
too. To paſs by theſe, tho of no mean Weight, I 
ſhall obſerve, that Chriſt ſays, the Bread which I cvill give 
is my Hb, ver. 51. Now Chriſt's Fleſh as expreſs'd 
there, is the Bread of Life, which came down from Hea- 
ven. gad was given for the Life of the Nerd. 
But Chrif's Doctrine can't be ſaid to be given or offer d 
up for the Life of the World therefore muſt have a 
peculiar Relation to his Body given to be crucified, and to 
the ſacramental eating of it, as a Memorial, and Repreſen- 
tation of his offering himſelf, and of his Death and P 
for Chriſt no where faith, nor could indeed with 
any Propriety, that his Doctrine was to be given (for 
he had preached that) or offer'd up for the Life of 
the World So that this Chapter in many Parts plainly 
alludes to the Sacrament in Chriſt's Body Add to this, 
our Saviour corrected their Miſtake of wk ing his 
Fleſh, and ſhew'd that he meant ſacramental Eati 
by urging it very home, though many of his Diſci- 
les were and walked no more with him, wer. 
Go, 61, 66. Offended at what ? Surely not at his telling 
them they ſhould believe in him, or entertain his Dofrine 
that is ſuppoſed of his Diſciples, and our Lord had preſs'd 
it without Offence to them, ver. 27, 28, 29. and reproach'd 
the Jews for not believing, ver. 36. that our 
Saviour been (by thoſe Expreflions of eating his Fleſh ) 
preſſing a Belief only of him, and his ine, there 
could not have been the leaſt ſhadow of Offence th his 
Mir at * * a 29:55% — _ would 
ve preven i ing Offence ſo acquaint- 
ing them, that he was 82 the Af of bit 
Doctrine, which he that had all the Treaſures of Wi and 
Knowledge did not — tho? they call it a hard Saying, and fo 
far ferſook him, as related by the E iſt—But why did 
they call it a hard Saying? Why did they wall no mere 
with him? Why, Becauſe they und that Chriſt 
commanded them, wer. 52. groſly to eat his Fleſh, not- 
withſtanding he told them, ver. 63. by Way of Explana- 
tion The Wards that I ſpeak, i. e. The b of 
the Words, are Spirit, and they are Life, in Cont! on 
to all carnal Conceptions —— ſo that here in this Chap- 
ter, the Popiſh Doctrine, inſtead of being eſtabliſhed, in 
utterly confounded. 
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(25 ) 
by the Benefits annex'd to it, as we would 
have Fellowſhip with God and his Son Feſus 
Chriſt, and be Fellow- heirs with the Houſhold 


God, and be in Communion of Saints. | 


If after this it ſhould be ask'd, is it then abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that we receive this Sacrament ? 

I anſwer our Church determines it, juſt as I 
have, generally neceſſary to Salvation, and on 
this Account, as well as various others of 
like Importance. ” 

If any Man ſhould ask —— Sir, What 
ſhall I do, that I may inherit eternal Life? 
My Anſwer fhould be (with him who ſpoke, 
as never Man ſpake) what is written ? How 
readeſt thou ? —— Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God, &c. (He that loveth me, keepeth 27 
Sayings. This is my beloved Son hear bim. He 
that loveth me not, keepeth not my Sayings) Thou 


| ſhalt keep the whole moral Law —— If you 


anſwer, All this have I kept, and that 
you —_— moral] — you are not 
far from the Kingdom of God, i. e. not 
far from being a Member of the Goſpel State, 
called the Kingdom of God, or of Chriſt. 


Vet one Thing thou lackeſt, go and perform 


(when thou haft been baptized) that other 
Precept which enjoins communicating (not 
ſtrictly moral in its own Nature, bur Obe- 
dience to it made ſo by Chriſt Jeſus, by a 
Command of thy Saviour, thy ” Redeemer) 
if thou, wilt have Part in that wonderful Re- 
demption ; for, that which diſtinguiſherh thee 
or any Chriſtian ſrom a meer Heathen, is thy 
Admiſſion into the Goſpel State, or Kingdom 


of God, thy ſuitable Belief, and thy owning 


of it, by renewing and confirming thy Co- 
renant, Hun che Conditions = 


/ 


John iii. 5. 


| (26) 
df which is Eating that Bread, and drinking 
that Cup. of the Lord. For except ye eat ibe Body 
repreſentatively convey'd, and drink that Blood 
facrifically and ſacramentally imputed, 77 
have no Life in you. Without this, ordinarily 
ſpeaking, thou mayeſt be a good moral Hea- 


then, bur ſcarce a half. Chriſtian, being not 


otherwiſe intitled to the high Privilege of Juſ- 
tification, the Benefits of Grace, Faith, and 
the Gifts of God's Holy Spirit, abſolute] 
neceſſary to be added to a Chriſtian's moſt 
raiſed Syſtem of moral Virtues; and as to 
— it ſelf, and the ——— of God Al- 
mighty, we can't properly be faid to worſhi 
as ChoiRans, except we join in thoſe — 
Myſteries, which Chriſt has made peculiar to 
In like Cafe — If one ſenſible of the dege- 
nerate State of human Nature, depraved, and 
corrupted, and weaken'd as it is, and wanti 
divine Aſſiſtance, if this Perſon ſhould ask, 
how this Evil is to be cured, how this Nature 
aſſiſted, ſtrengthened, and renewed ? The 
Anſwer is again, what is written? How 
readeſt thou? The Reſolution lies in theſe 
Words. Except @ Man be born of Water, — 
and the Spirit, He can't 'enter into the Kingdom 
of God. Can it be a Thing of Indifference whe- 
ther he makes uſe of the. Meam (Water) there 
expreſiy inſtituted and commanded by Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſor the obtaining R tion, divine 
Aſſiſtance, and Renewal of the Holy Ghoſt ? 
If after all this it ſnould be urg d by any, 
that they can ſee no expreſs Command for fre- 
communicating, . or for . how often we 
d they, that uſe this as an Argument, 
ſhould confider, that, if puſhed home, uyould 


(27) 

ave, that we are not under any Obli ion to 
Pablick Worſhip, — that on — 
to obſerve Sun a. or the Lord's Day; for 
there is no expreſs Command for either, not- 
withſtanding which Omiſſion, the Nature of 
Divine Worſhip, and the Practice under the 
Law, the Inſtitution of the Chriſtian Prieſt- 
hood, and the Commands about it, ſuppoſe 
the former; — and the Practice of the Apo- 
ſtles eſtabliſh the latter, which Change of Sa- 


. turday for Sunday has been handed down to us 


from the Apoſtles by evident Practice and faith- 
ful Witneſſes, but no Command concerning it. 

And as the Practice of a daily or continu- 
al Sacrifice, which typified the one great Sacri- 


ice (that was to be offered) was offered conti- 


nually, and alſo at ſer Times by the Fews by 
God's intment : (a) So the Commemo- 
ration of that one great Sacrifice that was of- 
fered ſucceeds in courſe, and there needed no 
politive Declaration — bow oftin. It 


was enough that the Apoſtle ſaid as often ind 1 Cor. 11. 26. 


— often that ſhould be, we may alſo conceive 
conſidering this Dut as comprehendin 

moſt of the principal Parts of Divine Workhip, 
* (b) Which Worſhip. only expreſſes in Words 
* and Actions what is — viſible 
' Signs in this holy Feaſt — For Inſtance, 

we can't beg of God the Pardon of our Sins <0 
any Gin, which we want, either Temporal 
or Spiritual, but in the Merit of that Sacrifice 
is there repreſented. —— Again, the 
Paper Subject our in Praiſes and 
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Malachi 1. 11. 


Levit. 2. ſs 


I. 3. 3. 


e 
Thankſgivings is the Great Work of our Re. 
demption, — and the Worſhip of an incarnate 
Saviour muſt relate either to his great Humility 
and Condeſcenſion in becoming Man, his great 
Love in dying for us, or the Glory of his Re- 
ſurrection, and that Power to which he is now 
advanced at the Right Hand of God. — Add 
here, that this Action being of a ſacrifical Na- 
ture, as Repreſentative of the Sacrifice of Chriſt 
upon the Croſs, and the appointed Means of 
applying to the moſt High, and drawing down 


the Benefits of Chriſt's meritorious Sacrifice up- 


on us, rendring God propitious on that Ac- 
count, and as ſuch like other Sacrifices is of a 
covenanting:Nature, we communicate with our 
merciful Father, whilſt we thus call into Re- 
membrance, repeat, and renew our Baptiſmal 
Covenant, and receive new Additions of pre- 
venting and aſſiſting Grace, and ſpiritual 
Strength: — All this and more is ſignified, re- 


1 or exhibited in the Supper of our 


It was the general ent of Antiquity, 
that — ed (viz.) From ibe 
riſing of the Sun to the going down thereof, God's 
Name ſball be great among the Gentiles, and 
that in every Place Incenſe ſhould be offered in 
bis Name, and a pure (Mincha) Offering, or 
Flour - Offering, that this Prophecy pointed 
directly at the repreſentative Sacrifice of Chrift 
upon the Chriſtian Altar, and they were ſup- 
ported with ſuch Reaſons as follows; That 
there is no other Mincha but that of the Eu- 
chariſt in the Chriſtian Church; That it was 
an Oblation ; to be made by Chriſtian Le- 
vites only: For He ſhall purify the Sons of Levi, 
that they may offer une the Lord an Offering in 
And! 2 4 ighteouf- 
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Righteouſneſs. —— The Words of Malac 
Prophecy were in no tolerable Senſe verified be- 
fore Chriſt's Coming; there being one Circum- 
ſtance, (viz.) 2 a Mincha or Meat- Offering 
fbould be offered in Place, and is ſo now, 
but . Chriſt N be offered at the 
Temple of Feruſalem only; beſidesthat it was not 
do be fulfilled before the Coming of the Meſſias 
appears, Cb. 3. v. 4. where the Coming of St. 
Jobn Baptift is foretold, --- Behold 1 will ſend my 
Meſſenger, and then the Lord ſhall come to bis Tem- 
ple, and when he is come, Then- ſhall the Of- 


ferings (the Mincha) of Judah and Jeruſalem be Ver. 4. 


pleaſant to the Lord, the Prophet can be under- 
ſtood here, to ſpeak of nothing but the ſpiri- 
tual Judab and Jeruſalem the Church of Chriſt, 
And therefore when this is all laid together, 
that Queſtion how often we ſhould communi- 
cate at the Lord's Table is eaſily anſwered by 
another ing us to aft up to the Height of 
Religion) how often are we bound publickly 
to worſhip God and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt? 
And I take leave farther to add in Anſwer to 
that Queſtion bow often ? As often as Oppor- 
tunity offers, and eſpecially upon the 
Feſtivals of the Church, which indeed by her - 
Office and Rubrick ſuppoſes a Communion eve» 
y Feſtival, and Lord's Day: For in ſhore, 
ublick Worſhip is in ſome Meaſure lame and 
imperſect without it 3: and the more perfect it 
is, the oftner this breaking of Bread with our. 
If it be inſiſted on by any chat it is-ſuffi- 
cient to pray to God in Chriſt's Name, and 
to praiſe him for that wonderful Manifeſta- 
tion of his Goodneſs in Chriſt, and in all 
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theſe Sus: The Anſwer of a great Divine 
is —** To what Purpoſe were they inſtituted 


«© campleat and perſect without it? then it is 
« and ever was a needleſs Addition, as (God 
„% knows) rae many Chriſtians now think it to 
„ be, which derogates, very much derogates 
« from the Wiſdom of Our Saviour's Inſtitu- 
tion.“ | | 21: 
So that if all this ſumm'd up together, with 
the Addition of the Practice of the primitive 
Ages of Chriſtianity, and the concurrent Agree- 
ment of our moſt eminent Divines, (who are, 
and will be made uſe of in this ſnort Freatiſe.) 
If all this be of real Force, then what Excuſe 
can any Chriſtian Man have for the total Neg- 
le& of this Duty, that can ſcreen him from 
the __ ar offended — e lives for 
ever to take Vengeance on them that not 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, or any — Part 
or Precept of it? th Att 
No for Excuſes for the total Neglect there 
are none ; It is about 1700 Tears that this has 
been, and continued a Chriſtian Duty, and 
Excuſes ſor ſuch Neglect are a cheating our 
Souls into the Danger of eternal Ruin. 
- The Excuſes, that generally Men make, are 
ſo fully and excellently treated of and anſwered 
by the late Revd. Mr. Kettlewell in his Exhor- 


tation to worthy Communicating 
refer the Scrupulous and others to his Reaſons 
and Anſwers, and ſhall only juſt touch upon a 
very few of the Chief, | | 

hat the Lord's Supper is 2 Sacra- 
ment as well as] Baptiſm, it may ſuffice as 


well tu communicate (as to be baptized) but 
| once 


that I do 


a a ww 8 9 ue 
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once in Life. — To ſuch it is anſwered; 
that we have neither the Command of Chriſt, 
nor the Practice of the Church to repeat Bap- 
tiſm, whereas we have both for communicating 
oſten. 

' Baptiſm is our Chriſtian Birch, and the 
Lord's Supper is our ſpiritual Food z now a 
Man needs ſpiritually, as well as naturally, t 
be born but once, but for preſerving his natu- 
ral Life, he muſt eat ind, drink oftner than 
once: So likewiſe mult a Chriſtian do at the 
Lord's Table, that he may continue and pre- 
ſerve that Chriſtian Life, which at Baptiſm 
was begun, and enter d upon. 

Others neglect the Communion, — they 
will tell you, many Men are mage never the 
better by frequenting ir. 

1 anſwer that a great many (n chat al 
fincere devout Chriſtians are render d more 
holy by this divine Ordinance ; all fineere 
good Chriſtians, receiving Additions of Grace, 
do experience ſuch over-flowings of ſpiritusl 
Joys, great and endleſs comfort,” chat ariſe 

done this their Du- 


m the Senſe of having 
ty, the offering there their free WH-Offering 
to God at his Altar,” as are only to be appre- 
hended by them that fee! them. — Theſe holy 
Souls are exceedingly better*d, feeling the good 
Spirit of God eſſectually working through Je- 
ſus Chriſt in their Hearts, and enabling chem 
co-refiſt ion for the future, and to 
prom all holy Duties hercafeer"ehiro” Cin 
that hereby ſtrengthens them. 
Ms. as for thoſe that are not bens bytt- 
==> God's Altar ; ris becauſe come 
cerhing 


— without due Propirariohs'vy dit 
Bat 


8 
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- But behold this Argument and ſorry Ex- 
a ſer in a due Light - thus. Some Chriſti- 
ans are not bettered by frequenting the Holy 
' Sacrament, therefore I will not come to it; 
Let this Argument proceed in another Caſe, 
— Some People are no better for Baptiſm, 
hearing, reading, praying, profeſſing the 
Chriſtian - Religion, and going to Church; 
why, what then? why, becauſe Baptiſm. | 
bearing, reading, praying, and going to 
Church, do ſome” People (viz. the Careleſs or 
Hypocrites) no good, therefore you will per- 
form none of the ahovementioned Duties, but 
abandon all Religion. Sce then what a miſe. 
rable Argument this is. My Advice to ſuch 
2 Recuſant, and Abſenter from the Lord's 
Table, is, — Do you your Duty, for 10 your 
own Maſter, even God, you muſt ſtand or fall; 
and 1 ask you, if you ſaw all the World 
going to Hell by the Neglect of their Duty, 
| r you —5 think. it reaſonable to a 
 thither ſor Company, or would not rather 
your Duty ſincerely, and honeſtly too, tho 
all the World were Hypocrites, or careleſs 
Chriſtians ? ] 
A Third, he .is unworthy, therefore 
he dare not come to the Lord's Table. —1 
anſwer, if by Unworthineſs the Man means he 
n 2 Sinner (which God knows is too often the 
Caſe). and teſolves to continue fo ; or in other 
Words, if he does not reſolve, by Ged's Grace, 
to part with his Sins, and endeavour alſo to 
break them ens heb ge ke on by 
| is in the t ont 
to abſtain, not only from this of holy, Fa 
all religious A332 ly, For 
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ſuch 3s reſolve to continue ſo, and as David 
ſays of himſelf, and all others, FIT regard Ini- 
quity 14 my Heart, the Lord will not hear me; 
and yet more diſcouraging to ſuch Perſons. are 


the Words. of Splomon in his | Proverbs, The Prov. 15. 18. 


Prayers of the Wicked are an Abominatiqn 10 


the Lord; and again, He that turns away his Chap. 21. 27. 


Ear from hearing, i. e. obeying the Law, even 
bis Prayer ſhall be an Momination, and ſuch offer 
only the Sacrifice of Fools, Fe 

But there are others whoſe Condition and 
Objections ſhould be conſidered; and they are 
they who entertain grourtleſs Fears of their 
own Unworthineſs, —— To ſuch it has been an- 
ſwered by judicious Divinesz — That if b 
Worthineſs they mean ſtrict, legal Rightcoul- 
neſs, or abſolute Perfection, then after the beſt 
Preparation, they, and all men ate, and even 
our Saviour's Apoſtles themſel ves were Un- 
worthy : Pur if Worthineſs, is taken (as indeed 
it ought) for ſuch a Diſpoſition and Temper 
of Soul, 3s God will accept under the mercyful 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, then the Senſe of 
a Man's Unyorthigeſs is a great Part of his 
Preparation ; for as to our being fit and pre- 
pared, e are not ſuppoſed. to be 12 but 
endeayguring after ſuch Degrees of Perfection, 
(with ſincere Minds, and upright Hearse) as 
this imperfect State will admit and allow of. 

We are ſuppoſed to be Sinners, and if we 
were npt, ve ſhould not want this Holy Ordi- 
nance ; After the beſt Preparation therefore, 
He that ſays he bas no Sin, deceives bimſelſ.— It 
is the Sinner that is called, but then with hi. 


everlaſting Caution, not the Sinner that reſalyes 
to continue {o z but that Sinner that gogſeſſes 
and refolyes ee (which he bear- 


ty 
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tily prays ſor) to abandon all his Sins, and ac-" 
him there 


tually endeavours to forſake them, to 
is a Promiſe, jbat be ball find mercy. 


Every Penitent, ſays judicious Mr. Kettlewell, 
who 1s reſolved to repent, and leave his Sins, 


and has begun the Change, is really worthy ; 


and the great Calamy, in order to remove the 


Scruples that kept Men from the Sacrament, 


ſays, — It is not abſolutely neceſſary that we 
be fully aſſured that we are in a State of Grace, 


or in God's Favour, and have repented enough, 


and truly forſaken all our Sins before we ven- 
ture upon this holy Sacrament. It is enough 


that we heartily and fincerely reſolve againſt 


them, that we approach the Lord's Table 


with honeſt devout Minds, that we are really 


willing to uſe all Means of becoming better ; 


and if thus diſpoſed we come to the Sacrament, 
I doubt not but we ſhould find it a moſt effectu- 


al Means to enable us to leave our Sins, and to 


lead a better Life forthe Future. 

And here it is fit to put ſome Chriſtians in 
Mind, that there is a prophane Keeping from 
the Sacrament, as — as a Prophanation by 
unworthy receiving it: The total Neglect of 


this Chriſtian Duty bei 
Chriſt, and his — and in aban- 
— Religion, and diſcarding its Author, 
r great Benefactor, our Lord, and Maſter ; 
fach call him indeed Lord, and Mafter (as he 
en aig yer do not the Things that 

e 1ays 

- _ to —— the this, the Neglod of this Duty, of 
Al rs mportance, is a ſcandalous and moſt 
ble Inſtance of the Decay of Chriſtian 
Piers, too notorious. in our Country Pariſhes ; 
whille * the Inhabitants there- 


of 


a Slight put upon 


bd, 
* 


\ 
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of live and, die, without diſcharging this 
Chriſtian Duty, many of which ſeem to be 
otherwiſe very honeſt, and well diſpoſed Per- 
ſons 3 and as for thoſe who defer it till the Ar- 
reſt of Death, what then the Effect will be, 9 
know not, whether any Good, God knows. 
What is farther needful, on this Head, will fall 
in with the Account of Preparation for the 
Holy Communion ; and as to other Objections 
inſt receiving, or Excuſes for abſenting, or 
coming but ſeldom, they art roo trifling to 
deſerve a thorough Anſwer, ſuch as — _ 
Firſt, That it is a Reverence to thoſe holy 
Myſterics, and ſo they come but ſeldom — 
to ſuch it is anſwered, that it is certainly a 
very weak and odd Excuſe to pretend Reve- 
rence and Humility againſt our Obedience and 
Duty; and a very criminal, as well as unbe- 
coming Modeſty, not to do as we are com- 
manded. — ; 4 ; 
Or Secondly, they object thus, does not St. 
Paul ſay, he that eateth and drinketh unwor- 
thily, eateth and drinketh Damnation to him- 
ſelf ? True it is, that St. Paul ſays, he that 
eats and drinks unworthily, eats and drinks 
Judgment, as it muſt be tranſlated (a) and as 
our Church explains it in her Communion 
Office thus — We (ſuch) kindle God's Wrath 
againſt us, we provoke him (as uſual in the 
Apoſtles Times) to plague us with divers 
Diſeaſes, and ſundry Kinds of Death. 


(a) The fame Greek Word fo tranſlated, as here it is, 
would in the 1 Pet. iv. 17. — run thus — the Time 
88 that Damnation muſt begin at the Houſe of God, 

c. which is too ſhocking, even to mention — again 
when — where the ſame Word is uſed by St. 
Paul, we ure chaſtened of the Lord, that we might not be 
condemn'd with the World, TI 

ITY 2 
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And all Divines allow, that the original 
Word does not ſignify Daninarion, and fach 
as have any Scruples on that Head "ſhould re- 

air to their Miniſter for ghoſtly Advice ; and 
# any ſuch Perſon be an habitual Sinner, or 
allow "himſelf in any known Sin, he will be 
ſo far from being exhorred to appear at the 
Lord's Table, that he will be rejected as un- 
worthy indeed, and told that the Danger is 
great, if he preſume to cat that Bread, and 
drink that Cup — He will be exhorted like- 
wiſe, diligently to try, and examine himſelf, 
Firſt, to examine his Heart ſo as to approve 
it, and then make Trial by ſome experimental 
Time: i. e. Repent fincerely, and then, and 
not otherwiſe can the Object ion be anſwered, 
and then all Grounds of Fear will immediately 


4 . . d 


n the mean time, I am perſwaded there 
are none among us who are ſo ſcrupulous about 
Coming to the Lord's Table, that can be in any 
Danger of prophaning it after the Manner of 
the Corinthians there, who got Drunk at the 
Love- ſeaſt that went before the receiving, the 
rich taking what they out of their abundance 
| brought, and out of Uncharitableneſs, Arro- 

gancy, and Pride; ſhamed and deſpiſed their 
r Brethren ; were factious likewiſe, nay, 
and diſtinguiſhed not the facramental Bread 
from that which was common, and ordinarily 
eaten at their Meals, which was not diſcerning 

the Lord's Body. 1 Ws. | 
And here I can't forbear obſerving, that the 
Excute'is very oddly grounded; It. is the Ex- 
cuſe of one that is ſuppoſed unworthy, 1. 6. a 
Sinner, and as (continuing) ſuch is afraid of 
| ; Damnation 
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Pammation there; Alas! why Thould ſueh 
4 one pretend the Fear ot that Damnation which 
he is liable and ſubject to every Moment of his 
Life, and will overtake him, ſooner, or later, 
unleſs he flees from the Wrath to come, and 
then lays hold on all Means of Grace con this 
eſpecially?) that he may entertain the Hopes of 
Glory —— And obſerve well, he that neglefts 
0 . — woe of the —— Supper, 
neglects, proper ing, to his own Dam- 
nation, Fare hes vor of Faith, of Re- 
xntance, and Charity. 

"Ike none of mh Peas then, ſays Biſhop 
Tillotſon, that we are not fit and prepared for 
it; it is our Duty to be ſo, and if we be not 
prepared to receive the Sacrament (ibis pecu- 
har this proper A bf Chriſtian Worſhip) we 
are not prepared for the Happineſs of Heaven, 
and ei tte no Hopes to come thither. Hear 
the late Archbiſhop of LTort, Dr. Sharp ; —-- 
Let the Sin of coming to the Sacrament un- 
worthily be as great and damnable, as we can 
reaſonably ſuppoſe it ; yet this is that we con- 
tend for — the Sin of totally withdrawing from 
it is greater, and more damnable, ſo that if 
He that eateth and drinteth unworthily, ealeth 
and drinketh Damnation to himſelf, — he that 
partakes not at all, is ſo far from mending 
the Matter, that he does increaſe that Dam- 
nation. The Truth of chis Aſſertion depends 
upon this known Rule in Divinity, — that it 
is greater Sin to omit a known Duty alroge- 
ther, than to perform that Duty as well as 
we can, though with mbth'Unworthineſs, And 
obſerve once more, that nothing in che World 
can 1 for the Sacrament, but what 
at the fame Time doth render us unfit fer the 
Kingdom 
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Kingdom of Heaven; and. dareſt thou, O 
Chriſtian, live ſo, that if God ſhould call thee 
this Day out of the World, thou ſhouldſt think 
thy ſelf in the State of Damnation. Let us 
tremble at ſuch a lr 5 
- Thirdly, Another has been highly affronted, 
or injured by his Neighbour, — can't for- 
give bim, therefore ought not to come. — But, 
O Chriſtian, remember that is to excuſe one 
Sin with another. Thoſe Excuſes of the World - 
lings in the Goſpel were all in themſelves law- 
ful, tho' very trifling : But to have a Heart 
indiſpoſed for forgiving Injuries and Wrongs, 


is ſuch as our great Law-giver, has faſten'd a. 


miſerable Conſequence upon hat ſuch hal 

Mat. 6. 15- not be forgiven by God. And fo ſends thoſe 

that. bring their Gift to the Altar, to their 

Brother that hath ought againſt them, to offer 

Reconciliation, by reſtering and re-inſtating 

him into that Condition of Goods, good Name 

or Eſtate, by Reſtitution as far as in them 

lies, from which they have any ways remo- 

ved him ; and then if herefuſe their Chriſtian 

Charity, they leave the Guilt upon his Soul. 

Let ſuch come and offer their Gift. For 

Chriſt our Paſſover bei Lk for us, let us 

keep the Feaſt not with the Leaven of Malice 

and Wickedneſs, but with the unleavened Bread 
of Sincerity and Truth. | 

Laſtly. Another nds to much worldly 

Buſineſs. I ſhould refer ſuch a one to our 


Mat. 5.23,24- 


Saviour's Anſwer to thoſe who were invited 


in to the Goſpel, and on worldly Accounts 
refuſed. —— Verily, none of thoſe Men ſpall taſte 
of my Supper; /ball bave no Benefit of the Offers 
of the Goſpel ;, but ſhall be caſt into outer Hart- 
neſs, with the - Mas not baving on 4 Wadding 


Gar- 


— - 7X. 
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Garment, where ſpall be wailin no_—_ ; 
of ' Teeth; or it is ſaid, th was ſpeechleſs. 

pl 


i. e. had not ſ{& much as an Excuſe to plead 
for his unworthy and baſe Neglect of fo 
much offer'd Mercy and Goodneſs. ta 
_ Give me leave to add (which falls in with 
the next Head, viz. Preparation) that the Men 
of great Buſineſs miſtake the Nature of Pre- 
— z they think a Separation from the 
orld, and being a long time in the Cloſer, 
is required abſolutely. Now if they are ſo 
full of the World, that they can ſpare no Time 
for God and their Souls, ay are dangerouſl 
buſied; better was it that they had not half 
that Buſineſs that will not let them go to Hea- 


ven. 
But if theſe” Men would hear and be in- 
ſtructed, they are to be * 1 2 
only requires a competent I ime for Pre 
. is — the Op 
portunities and Leiſure Men are Maſters I, 
and what ſhould hinder a Man from examin- 
ing into the State of his Soul, even in his 
Shop, or on a Journey? It is a true Ob- 
ſervation on this Head that to be heartily 
humbled for our Sins, is an Act of the Mind 
To reſolve to live better for the Time to 
come, is au Att of the Mind. To believe that 
Chriſt died for our Sins, and to be thankful 
to God for that infinite Mercy are As of the 
 Mind.— And ſo it is to forgive thoſe that have 
injured us; all theſe preparatory Things are 
ARS of tbe Mind, and quickly perform'd, ſo 
that he, that is in his Shop on Saturday, may 
be a good Communicant on Sunday. A Man 
may de holy in all manner of Converſation; 
for Inftance > He may be holy in — 
# ow © 1 
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iligence and Juſtice. ——At. his Board, by 
emperance, Thankfulneſs, and ſendin os 
Potions to the Poor. A friendly, uſeful, and 
innocent Converſation will make him holy 
abroad; and Meditation, and Prayer, mix'd 
with the former, will make him ſo: at home. 
Yea, Prudence, and the Ends of Health, and 
Chearfulneſs, will make his Sports and Recrea- 
tions, his Sleep, and all his Actions to be 
- boly, and not to be reckon'd among blame- 
able Paſtimes ; but the neceſſary Seaſons of 
doing little, or nothing, that afterwards ' he 
may do ſomething, and 6, be worthily employ'd, 
This Behaviour is no {mall Part of that 
paration I ara now haſtening to treat of. 
Biſhop Beveridge, that learned and judicigus, 
7 well as pious Prelate, Gelivers his Opinion 
us. — 

Many of late Years have taken occaſion to 
write whole Books, ſome large Volumes con- 
cerving the Preparation. required to the due 
receiving of the Lord's Beere Hur (ſays he) 
r to any , 
Purpoſe about it, is fully comprehended in 
the few Words taught by Me Crank Coker 
Catechiſm) even that they, who come to the 
Lord's Supper, are required to examine them- 
ſelves about their Regent ance, their Faith, and 
their Charity. 

I alſo, web eba ai Mr. Kettictall, 
wau'd direct Perſons to follow the . Church's 
Exhortations and Prayers eſpeeiaJly, with the 
claſeſt Application, by which they will be a- 
— ſu with ſuitable 8 
much Leiſure do well, yery well, to = 
themſelves farther. In the m mean ——_ I — 
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heartily wiſh, that be Week's Preparation for 
the bir emens had not put Scruples i into Men's 
Minds that mean well; for tho we can never 
come to this holy Feſt too well prepared, yet 
8 upon ſuch a particular Length of 

ime has (I fear) done more Miſchief by 
keeping many from this neceſſary Chriſtian 
Duty, than can be balanced by the beſt Uſe 
of thoſe Books, It ſeems therefore very ad- 
viſeable to take off the Clogs which ſome 
Books have hung upon this Duty, and to put the 
Whole of Preparation, as the hurch has done, 
11 theſe Three, Faith, Repentance, and Cha- 


F irſt then, that Faith which is call'd Live- 
* neceſſarily ſuppoſes the Knowledge of the 
ature (in ſome degree) of this holy Inſtitu- 
tion, af the merciful Promiſes in Chriſt Jeſus 
its Author, upon which it muſt be here par- 
ticularly exefciſed, with a thankful Remem- 
brance of that Death which merited and con- 
the Benefits of Chriſt to us, and all the 
aſed and promiſed Mercies of the Goſ- 
pel Covenant, we being bought with the Price 
of the r Blood of the Son of God. 
ely Faith, I ſay, in Chriſt, by which, 
in Sri Language, we may diſcern the 
Lord's Body; not being ae what we are 
about, and What is offer'd there, namely, that 
tho' Chriſt ſaid, his is my Body, yer we are 
to know, that bodily eating can't make us 
Partakers of Chriſt ; but thus The Inſtitu- 


tion of our Saviour hath united the Virtues of 
his Sacrifice with the Elements of Bread and 
Wine in this h6ly Sacrament; which makes it 
as much his Body to all che real Purpoſes of 
x Feaft upon 2 as if it — 


| (42) | 

tural Body and Blood; and Even $0.98 peo 

a Senſe” as ever the Jews did eat the aſchal 
Lamb: So that feeding on the Bread and 
Wine, ordain'd by Chriſt inſtead of his Body 
and Blood, and (therefore called fo) in obe- 
dience to his Inſtitution, and-in remembrance 
of his Death and Paſſion, does to all Intents 
and Purpoſes as much entitle us to the Me- 
rits, Atonement, Reconciliation, and all the 
bleſſed Effects of his Paſſion, as eating the 
Fleſh of the Sacrifice did the Zews, to the 
Virtue of that Sacrifice whereof they ate; fo 
that by Faith we feed on the Merits of his Sa- 
crifice. This is the real Preſence of Chriſt in 
the Sacrament which our Church means; and 
in this Senſe the Body and Blood of Chriſt 
is verily and indeed taken and received by the 
Faithful in the Lord's, Supper. It is Chriſt's 
Body verily and indeed, in oppoſition to Meta- 
phor and Figure only ; it is fo in Conſtruction, 
and beneficial Effect; it is in ſome ſort even 
as our Lord meant it, but how, no mortal 
Man can explain; and if any would attempt 
to know how, it is a bold Curioſity. 


Let it be ſufficient to ſuch to obſerve, that 
as in Baptiſm we are waſbed in the Laver of 
Regeneration, though we know not how it 
becomes ſo, how it operates, or how it is ſo to 
us; fo there we are made Partakers of Chriſt's 
Body, and Blood, by Virtue of our Lord's In- 
ſtitution, though we know not how he is pre- 
ſent there, or communicates himſelf to us; 
however we believe the Bread and Wine are 
divinely authorized Subſtitutes for the Body 
and Blood of, Chriſt Jeſus, and as they are Re- 

ves, 


r 
preſentatives, (a) and as ſuch, may juſtly have 
the Names and Titles of their Principals, be- 
2 the ſame as the Principals to us, as if pro- 
ent. 

To make it more familiar to our Minds, 
thougk not clearly to explain it, it has 
been obſerved, that as the Bow in the Cloud 


now carries the fame A ſſurance of God's Co- 


venant with Man, as the firſt Rainbow did: 

As the Goſpel (ſuppoſe) of St. Matthew, 
which we now have in Exgliſb, is as much his 
Goſpel, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as that 
penn'd by him (ſuppoſe) in the Hebrew Tongue. 
—— As the Church is the Body of Chriſt, be- 
cauſe of his quickening and enlivening by his 
Spirit the Souls of true Believers : So Bread 
and Wine, after Conſecration, are in the Act 
of worthy receiving the real, bur ſpiritual and 
myſtical Body of Chriſt ; and as ſurely convey 
the Merits of Chriſt's Sacrifice to us, if wor- 
thy, as Parchment ſign'd, ſeal'd, and deli- 
ver' d, conveys all the Profits of Lands, when 
regularly executed; and what Chriſt called his 
Body and Blood, St. Paul terms the receiving 
that Bread and Wine the Communios -of . the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt ; which Words of the 
Inſtitution, join'd with St. Paul's, promiſe 
more than Shadows, even every Thing that is 

t and 3 

” And as * receive Chriſt only by Faith, 
becauſe. our Spirits or Souls are capable of no 
other Reception, but what is fpiritual, and can 
receive no other Nouriſhment to eternal Life, 


41 20 reſembles, and 0 2 i LT 
but what is deputed and ſubltituted inſtead of another, and 


the lame as the Principal if it was there. 


1 but 
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but what co mes from the good Spiri of God; 
therefore a Food, though ſpiritual, js as ef- 
fective to the Support of the ſpiritual Life, or 
Sanctification, as Food of the Body to the 
Temporal, and here (as our Saviour anſwer'd) 
7 ind Bloweth where it liſteth, and thoy 

beareſt the Sound thereof, but knoweft not whence 
it comes, and whither it goes ; ſo i is every one 
that is born of the Spirit. 

And as this is an Article and Object of 
our Faith, and one of the deepeſt Myſteries of 
our Religion the Preſence there being ſacra- 
mental, myſterious, ineffable, marvellous, 
and inexplicable, but yet real, and as real as 
the Spirit of God js preſent, and his Provi- 
dence always attendant upon all Beings, in all 
Places, though we can't conceive how that can 
be, no more than how this is wrought, which, 
in few Words, is tbe real Preſence of Chriſt's 
inviſible Power and Grace, ſo in and with ihe 
l of Bread and Wine, as by the faithful 

Senad a 7 after Conſecration (b) to convey 

and real Effefts to the Souls of 1 2 
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Being ſenſible of the Chief of this, we are 
to obſerve, that the Doing this in Remem: 
brance of Chriſt, is a fundamental Part of this 
Duty, but then it js not the End of this Duty 
which muſt be believed to be the partaking 
of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, the Be- 
nefits imply'd in that Participation by the 
Remembrance of him, in the inſtituted Me- 
thod he has appointed; and of theſe Benefits 
enough hath been faid. And while I ſpeak of 
them, I am grieved to the Heart, that man 
Chriſtians make ſo light of them, who wi 
not lay hold of that dear purchaſed Title, that 
they may inherit eternal Life, for which they 
outwardly and in Words in the daily Service 
of the Church expreſs their Thankfulneſs, viz, 
for the ineſtimable Love of God, in the Ree 
demption of the World by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt — for the Means of Grace, and for 
the Hopes of Glory. Means if they ne- 
ver make Uſe of, how can they entertain the 
Hopes of Glory? —— beſides, what grateful 
Senſe can that Man retain of the ineſtimable 
Bleſſings purchaſed far us, when he refuſes to 
give ſuch an eaſy Inſtance of a thankful Heart? 


And here follows the ſecond Thing requi- 
red by way of Preparation, viz. Repentance ; 
where I ſhall premiſe, that the very beſt Pre- 

ration is that Repentance that continues a 

an in the conſtant Tenor of a holy Life. No 


Time takes ſuch un z yet, however, 
there is Work, when Time allows, for holy Men 
| a 


Shadows, even as the Law, and r 


dow, and a Shadow | Remiſſion ” Sims, 
Boch was Chrift. IP 1 
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to examine into the State of their Souls, and tc 
tament their leſſer Lapſes, Infirmities, and Sur- 
rizes, becauſe we ſhould go on towards Per- 
ion, Theſe ſhould trim their Lamps, ex- 
erciſe their Charity, enlarge their more reti- 
red Devotions, and endeavour more than or- 
dinary to ſpiritualize their Affections, which 
are to be employ'd upon the moſt amazin 
Inſtance of 'the Love of 
towards Men, in this higheſt and moſt ſolemn 
Act of Religion. Tho" ſtill, as Dr. Stanbope 
obſerves, he that leads a good Life is never 


2 and I may add, that it is the 
moſt ſubſtantial Preparation, living and act- 
ing as in the continual Preſence of an all- 
ſeeing God and, in Dr. Clar#'s Stile, a keep- 
ing a continual Sabbath.” * | 

And being thus habitually prepared, a pious 
Chriſtian ſhould omit no Opportunity, though 
his Notice was never ſo ſhort; for ſuch an one 
is ſuppoſed ſo tender in Conſcience, and watch- 


ful, that whenever he falls, or is ſurprized into 


any Sin, immediately to ariſe by ſincere Re- 
pentance, ſo that his Repentances always keep 
pace with his Failings. 


, viz. Repentance, one of the three ne- 
ceſſary Requiſites before we approach the Lord's 
Table. Repentance, which includes, in the firſt 
place, our being ſenſible of our Miſcarriages, 
with their ſeveral apgravating Circumſtances, 
and of our — Breachbs of our Baptiſmal 
Vow.— That we be heartily ſorry for them; 
— that we confeſs them to almighty God, 
ſupplicating Mercy thro Jeſus Chriſt ; — and 
that we fincerely reſolve, by God's Grace, to 


pare 


Having premiſed thus much, I return to the | 


' 
a 
: 
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part with all our Sins, and never willingly 
and knowingly to embrace them any more. . 

Now the due Senſe of Sin is a ſerious lay- 
ing to Heart the Evil of our Ways, viz. our 
Thoughts, our Words, and Actions, and a due 
Conſideration of the Fruits and Effects of a 
wicked Life, with this Addition, of our having 
offended a merciful Father, and a gracious Re- 
deemer 3 upon which we ſhall be prick'd 10 
the Heart, and arrive at that godly Sorrow 
which worketh Repentance not to be repented of. 
— Which inward Grief and Sorrow 1s to be 
valued, not by our ſenſitive Trouble only, but 
by our cordial and hearty Hatred of Sin, and 
our actual forſaking of it, and our real reſiſting 
Temptations for the future. _ 

And then follows Confeſſion, which, when 
rightly qualified, is ever attended with Shame 
and Sorrow. Tis an Act of Humility and 
Self- condemnation, and is a laying open our 
Wounds in order for cure, and as ſuch, it is 
2 Duty that God delights in. 7 

Laſt of all, there is required a firm Reſo- 
lution to diſclaim all our former evil Ways, 
i. e. both of the Sins themſelves, and the Oc- 
caſions that were wont to lead us to thoſe 
Sins; and that out of a Principle of Fear and 
Love to God; out of Fear of offending the 
Almighty, and Love of him, whilſt we pray 
conſtantly againſt our Sins, and watch conti- 


where we have fallen, and ſhun the Occa- 


. 


ſions that lead to that Sin that does ſo eaſily 


beſet us, and run with Patience and Fortitu 

the Race thai is ſet before us; and when a 
Temptation offers it ſelf, we fight againſt it, 
and prevail. This only is a pious 2 


| 
| 
4 
© | 


nually againſt a Surprize, and ſet a Mark 
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and well · begun Repentance ; fot if it be he: 
ceſſary to reſolve to live well, it is neceſſary 
do fo too, i. e. live as we reſolve: 
For Reſolution is an imperfet Act, and no 
can be in a State of Grace, or in Favour 
| „by Reſolutions and holy Purpoſe; 
only. * Some Men are ready h to make 
Vows, and take up Reſolutions of becoming 
better, yet * with the next complectional 
Temptation. How many Fornicators; how 
many Drunkards z nay; how many Swearers 
reſolve daily againſt their Sins? and yet not 
act them once the leſs; or if they do hold 
out ſome little Time, yet retarn with the Dog 
. to bis Vomit, and with the Sow to ber wallow- 
ing again in the Mire. 

Let ſuch read over, and over again, how 
_— _— 4 1 W wont and let them 
0 itewiſe, 1 would reap any Be- 
neßt — Suh of our common Saviour, 
_ their approach to that holy Table. 

hat I have advifing is neceflary, eſpe- 
cially to a Chriſtian at his firſt approach to 
the Table, and alſo to thoſe who come 
bur ſeldom to it. But certainty the Caſe is 
very ape) thoſe = —_— . 
do in ure live always prepared, 

a comply with Bora 


accord1 every lion that 
is offer*d of receiving that Bread of Life, and 
Water from that Fountain, that Life-giving 
Fountain, which has the Promiſe of being 4 


John 4. 14. ll of Water ſpringi into everlaſi 
3 er ſpringing up im fling 


Now, if any Perſon is about to offer him- 
felf who never communicated, he is to be ad- 
viſed to look back upon, and examine (as much 
as in him lies) the ſeveral Stages „ 
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to conſider his Baptiſmal Vow, and how agree- 
able or diſagreeable the Actions of his paſt 
Life have been to that religious, that ſolemn 


En gement. | „ 
Gthers are to look back in order to take 
Cognizance of their Offences committed ſince 
their laſt Approach, contrary to their moſt ſo- 
lemn Promiſes, _ and E made and 
enter d into there. All this is plainly con- 
firm'd by St. Paul, who wrote to the Corin- 
thians on purpole about the Lord's Supper, 
and gave Directions concerving their Beha- 
viour before, and at the Sacrament; and he 
orders them to examine themſelves, and fo to 
eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. The 
Nee Word, which we tranſtate examine, 
theſe Senfes 3 to prove, and try ourſelves, 
and to approve ourſelves upon' Examination, 
and Tryal made. It is tranſlated barely 10 
examine here, but no where elſe in the many 
Places it is uſed in the New Teſtament, —— 
Our Church interprets it in her Office as a- 
bove 3 and St. Paul, in the ſame Chapter, de- 
termines it to that Senſe, where he ſays, I we 
would judge ourſelves raps is, condemn our 
ſelves for our Follies after we have found em 
out by Examination) we ſhould not be judged 
ef the Lord. And this reaches out a farther. 
Direction to us, viz. That Perſons that offend 
in the Act of receiving, or after having re- 
ceived, are not upon that Account to diſtruſt 
God's Mercy, but to repent, i. e. examine, 


judge, and condemn themſelves for ſuch Miſ- 


carriages ; and ſo, after ſome Trial made, to 
unde. 
ä eat 


(4) 

eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cu 
To this agrees that excellent and ſhort Ad- 
vice of our Church, in the Exhortation to the 
receiving the Communion, to ſearch and exa- 
mine our own Conſciences, and that not light- 
ly, and after | the manner of Diſſemblers with 
God. Again, to examine our Lives and 
Converſations by the Rule of God's Command- 
ments, and whereinſoever we ſhall perceive 
ourſelves to have offended by Will, Word, 
or Deed, there to bewail our own Sinful 
neſs, &c. But not one word of keeping 
wholly away, unleſs upon the account of no- 
torious Sins, ſuch as are there named ; and 
even after a ſolemn Repentance for ſuch, our 
Church allows Men the Privilege of appearing 
before God at that holy Solemnity. 

If any want to be informed here what Sins, 
or what of Sin ſhould make us 


I anſwer. All thoſe Sins of the firſt Mag- 
nitude, named in the Exhortation, ſuch as 
Malice, Envy, Adultery, Blaſphemy, or any 
other grievous Crime. But the Difficulty does 
not lye here; for beſides the greater Offen- 
ces againſt God's Law, there are leſſer Sins, 
which, when committed wilfully, or preſump- 


bitual, are Aggravations, and heightening Cir- 


cumſtances, and ſet a Sinner at a diſtance 


from the Lord's Table. * 7 . 
And as lefler Sins may be thus heighten'd 
in their Malignity; ſo on the other Hand, 
greater Sins may admit of ſome mitigating 
and ſoftning Circumſtances. Such are Sins 
fallen into by Inconſideration, Cateleſsneſs, Ig- 
norance, Surprize, Violence of i or 
* On, 


8 


ſeparate our ſelves from that holy Ordinance. 


tuouſly, or are often repeated, or become ha- 
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($1) 
Paſſion, ſuch as might have been avoided by 
a Chriſtian Watchfulneſs, and due Care, yet 
being not committed with any Degree of Pre- 
ſumption, or Conſent of the Will, but as Ef- 
ect of the Infirmity and Depravity of our 
Nature; ſuch a Sinner is to be received, and re- 
ſtored in the Spirit of meekneſs, if after bis Fall, 
he riſe again — Repentance. But 
the Humility of a 1 — itent will oblige 
him to deny bindet. a at — both the Ho- 
nour and high Privilege of communicating 
at the Lords Table (tho? be joins in other 
Parts of God's Worſhip) from a Reverence he 
has to the Almighty, ind a thorough Senſe 
how holy: and — they ſhould endea vour to 
make themſelves, who come to that heavenly 
Feaſt ; and if the Sin be great, à Perſons falls 
into, Mr. Nalſn wiſely adviſes, that the firſt 
Scene of his — Sorrows ſhould paſs in 
the Exerciſe of Mortification and Self-denial, 
and ſome Time may, be neceſſary to prove the 
Sincerity of his Return to his Duty; and this 
n agreeable to the Diſcipline of the Church 
in the primitive Times, when whoſoever was 
found - guilty of any ſcandalous Fault was, ac- 
cording to the Nature of the Offence, debarr d 
the Communion a longer or ſhorter Time ; ſo 
that it will very well become the Modeſty of 
a Penitent in theſe looſe Times, wherein the 
Chriſtian Diſcipline is laxed to exerciſe it 
himſelf, it being reaſonable that the Senſe of 
any heinous Crime lately committed ſhould 
o far humble, and mortify us, as to make us 
ready and willing to impoſe this Penance up- 
on ourſelves, as thinking ourſelves for ſome 
time unworthy to — ring in the higheſt 
and * ſolemn * Religion. 2 
(0) 
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which can never exact Impoſſibilities accord- 
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To conclude on chis Head: There are Sins 


of Frailty and Infirmity, which muſt be la- 
bour'd againſt, though they can never be 


wholly avoided, nor maſter'd by the utmoſt 
Diligence, Care, and Circumſpection; we 
can't deliberate always, and ſome Frailties will, 
accompany us either in Thought, Word, or 
Deed ; bur they muſt not have the Name of In- 
firmities if obſerved, indulged, or delighted 


in. In ma Things we offend all; there are 


jeſſer Laples, which from the Levity of 
the Matter unobſervedly ſteal upon. us; 
theſe and ſuch like, if watched againſt, and 
lamented, and Pardon in generaFask*d for them 
in our daily Prayers, do not affect our main 
Eſtate, nor render us unqualified for Heaven, 
or this holy Ordinance ; this 1s true according 
to the Notions we have of the Divine Nature, 


ing to the Tenure of the new Covenant alſo, 
and exemplified in. the affured Practice of all 
good Men, ſo that in this Caſe we may ſay 
with David, bo can underſtand bis Errors ? 
(or as in the other Tranſlation) who can tell 


bote oft be vffendeth, and then beg of God to 


tleanſe us from our ſecret Faults ? 
Io conclude, we ſhould examine ourſelves 
with Relation to God, our Neighbour, and 
ourſelves, and not meerly examine, but ſtrive 
to approve: ourſelves in every Relation; and 


-1ſt, This urgently preſſes itſelf upon us, if we 


conſider the Inſtitution as a Covenant in Chriſt's 
Blood, and we, repeating and renewing that 
Covenant with God, muſt neceſſarily be ſup- 
poſed to examine whether we have kept it in 
the ſeveral Inſtances promiſed at our Baptiſm ; 
OT the ad Place we are nicely to en-. 
EY” 3 . mie 
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mine when we come, whether we can keep the 
Feaſt, not with the Leaven of Malice and 
Wickedneſs (i. e. caſt it out) but with the un- 
leavened Bread of Sincerity and Truth z which * 
laſt Words are of ſo large, and extenſive a c 
Meaning, that they require the inmoſt Search 
of the Heart, which is too often deceitful, 
and deſperately wicked, and then the Prophet 
asks, M bo can know it ? i. e. the Sincerity of 
it without the ſevereſt and ſtricteſt Search, the 
Heart that is too apt to cover, or ſmother up 
the Coals of Anger, Revenge, or Hatred, and 
to let them out again in Flames of their 
wonted Fury. ee en? 

In fine, our Bleſſed Saviour requires, if we 
bring our Gift even to the Altar, and there re- Match. 5. 24, 
er that our Brother has ought againſt us, 5 

that wwe leave our Gift there *till we are recon- 

ciled to our Rrather. And if we are not to 

come, unleſs we are reconciled to our Brother, 

much leſs unreconciled to God, ſo unworthil 

and daringly to bow before the High God, a 

offer our unſanctified Gift. 

It it ſhould be ask'd, how muſt I ſhew m 
Reconciliation to my Brother that hath offend- 
ed, or injured me? I anſwer, as you muſt ſeek 
Reconciliation, and make amends, if you have 
injured your Neighbour ; ſo you muſt pray to 
God to forgive your offending Brother, and 
deny him nothing that is due in Juſtice, Hu- 
manity, or Mercy, You may defend yourſelf 
from his Violence, by impleading him in a 
Court of Juſtice z but with this Caution, to 

recover your Right only, and not to ſatisfy a 
revengeful Temper. Chriſtianity does not 


oblige you to continue ſo intimate a Friendſhip 
as uſual, : with one who has render'd himſelf un- 


(54) 
worthy of it by Falſhood, or otherwiſe ; ſuch 
a one has forfeited your Confidence in him, tho? 
not your Charity to him; you may ſhew your 
Diſlike without any Hatred towards him: Thus 
you may ceaſe your Friendſhip, and yet be in 
perfect Charity with your Neighbour, which 
will ſhew itſelf in not ſeeking, or ſecretly 
taking any Revenge, in not returning Evil for 
Evil, but contrariwiſe Bleſſing ; in in a 
Readineſs to do all good Offices even to ſuch 


a one; and this is the Path which leads to that 
Heroic, that peculiar Chriſtian Virtue, that 
glorious Victory of overcoming Evil with Good. 

Now it remains to be conſidered, from what 
Hands the Bleſſed Sacrament is to be received, 
that it may be the Body and Blood of Chriſt 
to the Recervers. | | 


pious Mr, Nalſon, who 
tation (as being a Layman) to 
magnify the Prieſts Office above Meaſure, ob- 
ſerv'd in his Time, how inclinable Men were 
to make all the inherent Powers of the Chriſti- 
an Prieſthood the Effects of Prieſteraft, in 
which Calumny and Slander our Age has 
deeply engaged. He obſerves beſide, that o- 
thers take u them to ſign and ſeal - Cove- 
nants in Gods - Name, who have received no 
Commiſſiea to that Purpoſe; he means the 
ſigning and ſealing in the Sacraments, It is 
fit therefore for every Man that prepares him- 
felt for this holy Ordinance, to conſider who 
has the Power of adminiſtring this Holy Sacra- 
ment, whether Laymen, as well as Clergymen 
who receive. their Commiſſion by Succeſtion 
from the A — This Conſideration, I am 
ſure, ought ta be a great Comfort ta the faich- 
ful Meabers of the Church of England, * 
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has preſerv'd the antient Apoſtolick Govern- 
ment, and the Primitive Orders in a due Sub- 
ordination, whereby they are ſecured of a right, 
truly canonical, or Goſpel Miniſtry. Men 
that diſſent from our Church, on the other 
Hand, ought to be nicely cautious how they 
take upon them to adminiſter Sacraments, or 
indeed exerciſe any holy Functions, in, or out 
of the Chriſtian Church without Commiſſion. 
For if they can't preach, except they be ſent re- 
gularly into Chriſt's Vineyard, how ſhall they 
ſet to God's Seal for the Remiſſion of Sins? 
how without due Commiſſion take upon them» 
ſelves the Character of Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, 
and faithful Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God ? Conſider therefore, O ye Goſpel 
Miniſters, as ye call your ſelves, whether 
ye can be found faithful as is required ? In this 
Caſe my Senſe (and that ſupported wich. good 
Authority) is, that ye will be found at the laſt, 
great, and terrible Aſſize, to have counter- 
feited the Broad Seal of Heaven, and to have 
committed Treaſon againſt the Moſt High. 

Under the Law God vindicated the Honour 
of the Prieſthood, under fuch Uturpations, 
with ſudden Execution on thoſe that mvaded 
it. Witneſs the rending the Kingdom ot [/rae/ 
from King Saul for this Offence, though he 
had this Plea, that Samuel did not come, and 
there was none to make Supplication; a ſpeci- 
ous Pretence (and ſo he ſaid he forced himſelf to 
offer à larm Offerius) but not admitted in an 
Inſtance of ſo heinous a Nature. : 

The dreadful ju of Carub, and his 
Accotmplices, who pleaded the Right of the 
— and that Ado/es and Aaron took 
los much upon ben, u very — you 

art 
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Earth n ie Math, and ul thee 
open 8 


up, 4 that appertain d to tbem.— A 
lively Deſcription of their Sin of Schiſm and 
Diviſion in the very Puniſnment; ay, their 
Cenſers were ordered to be beaten into broad 
Plates, and fixed on the Altar as an everlaſting 
Monument of their Sacrilege, and a Caution 
to all the Children of 7Fae!, that none ſhould 
preſume to offer Incenſe before the Lord, but 
of the Seed of Aaron, who alone were duly 
commiſſion'd to the Office. And Chriſt 
bimſelf, 22 not bimſelf to be made a high 
Prieſt, becauſe no Man takes this Honour to bim- 
ſelf — which ſhould reach the ſpiritually proud 

: _ that = 1222 or Meaure "Ly 
pirit, can juſtify brea in upon the Prieſt- 

Heb. 5. 4. 5. hood; thas all — —— Jake in by the 
Door of the Sheepfold, and every one that climbs 

up another Way is facrilegious, a Thief, and 

4 Robber. | 

Nay, the inferior Offices, under the Law, 
Numb. 4. I5, were not ſuffered to be uſurp'd.— For the Ko- 
Ec. hathites, whoſe Office it was to bear the Ark of 
God, if they preſumed to look into the boly Things 
within the Ark (the Care whereof belong'd to 

the Family of Aaron) they were to die. 
Thus Uzzab was, by the immediate Hand of 
God, ſtruck dead on the Spot for touching 
the Ark, though he did it out of holy Zeal, to 
hinder it from falling — to ſhew that no Pre- 
rences of doing God * — Service, can 8 the 
medling in holy Things without or 
Commiſſion. | : 
Now though the Invaſions on the Priefts Of- 
fice are_ not puniſhed with tem Judg- 
ments, under the mild Diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel (thoſe Sanctions being eſtabliſhed upon 


* 


Numb. 16. 
1Sam. 6. 6, 
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the Regards of another World) but ate getie- 
nerally Spiritual and Eternal: So it is much 
more dangerous to invade, and break in upon 
the Goſpel Miniſtry for theſe Reaſons given 100g 
ſince; vi. Becauſe the Inſtitutions of Chriſt 
ſo ſacredly depoſited with his Church, and the 
Authority conveyed by that Great Lawgiver, 
and the Grace confetred by him (by whom came 
Grace and Truth) eſpecially in this Divine Ordi- 
nance are Things more Sublime, and Sacred, 
than were delivered by Moſes. _ *y 
If theſe Puniſhments, Conſiderations, and 
Examples, will not deter theſe Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, as they call themſelves, — let the 
People, the deluded People, in God's Name, 
conſider the fatal Miſchiefs that neceſſarily at- 
tend the Uſurpation of the ſacred Character. 
For when Men pretend to be Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, without having received a commiſſi- 
on by Divine Appointment, as they are guilty 
of Sacrilege in executing that Office, to which 
they have no Title; ſo in a great Meaſure, 
all that they do in that Capacity, and under 
that Character, is null and ineffectual: (e) Con- 
ſequently thoſe, that are their Followers, are led 
into a moſt dangerous State, ſince for want of 
teceiving the Ordinances of our Saviour from 


e) Fut the Caſe in a civil Society; — ſuppoſe a Sett 
of Juſtices: making others Juſtices of Peace ; ſuppoſe theſe 
Perſons acting by this Authority, or rather without Autho- 
rity regularly received; would any of their Acts be bind- 
ing? would Warrants iſſued out by ſuch Perſons be obeyed, 
though they call hem by thar Name? and ſo of the reſt 
of their Actings. The ſame is in the Eccleſiaſtical Society 
of the Church of Chriſt ; for When meer Presbyters ſend 
Presbyters into Chriſt's Vineyard to labour as commiſſiog'd 
Officers, they can perform no ſpiritual authorſtative A 
under that Character, though they term themſelves Mini- 
lers of the Goſpel, 455 1 
NA commiſſt- 
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commiſſion'd: Hands, they have no Aſſurance 
being under the Goſpel Covenant, dor of par- 
aking of any divine Grace; ſo that (not I but) 
they make their Salvation doubtful, as depend- 
2 wholly upon the uncovenanted Mercy of 


The regular Miſſion of Miniſters into the 
Chriſtian Church, and the Admiſſion of the 
| Members into Covenant with God dependin 
upon it, made the Chriſtian Church (the bel 
Interpreter at leaſt in that Hiſtorical Caſe, and 
which the Presbyterians can never get over) ſo 
careful, that we read of but two or three Inſtan- 
ces (J) (if I remember right) in all Antiquity, 
for 1500 Years ſucceſſively after our Saviour, 
that preſumed to invade the Epiſcopal Office 
and Character; and they, for Example and 
Warning to fucceeding Ages, were Synodi- 
cally depoſed by the Catbolick Church, ſo that 
we Miniſters of the Church of England, being 
lawfully commiſſion'd to prrach and admini- 
ſter the Sacraments (as allowed by, and proved 
againſt our Adverſaries) having a juſt delega- 
ted Authority, we undoubtedly- admit Mem- 
bers into the Chriſtian Society, who have a 
Title, by virtue of Divine Covenant and Pro- 
miſe, to all the Benefits and Bleſſings of the 
Goſpel, and alſo in them to thofe peculiar 
Bleſſings and Benefits of the holy Sacrament, 
diſpenſed only by the Miniſters of Chriſt truly 
| The Presbyters ordai the two. preter 
digg. Braten, rr 
ali onl Eee Collathas, an imacinary. Biikep, 
which Callaubus was commanded by the great and famous 
Heu, and other Biſhops in Council, to return to the 
Order of Preabyters. + was 
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ſuch, the only Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God, who as Miniſters of Reconciliation, be- 
ſeech you all, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be recon- 
ciled to God. And whilſt we preach theſe 
things, we do it not to magnify our Office, 
for even in this, we preach not ourſelves, but 
Chrift Jeſus, our Lord, and ourſelves your Ser- 
wants for Feſus ſake. 

The all-wiſe God, who is a God of Order, 
and not of Confuſion, as he ſettled an Order of 
Men by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, and formed 
them into a Society, has given Sanctions 
to their Proceedings, eternal ones in effect; 


and what they bind in Earth, he will bind in Mat. 18. 18. 


Heaven; and whoſoever Sins they remit, they 


are remitted unto them. The moſt reſtrain'd John 20. 23. 


and undeniable Senſe (and what is more to 
my preſent Purpoſe) in my humble Opinion, 
with others, is this Whoſoever. Sins ye au- 
thoritatively, or as having Authority from 
Chriſt, remit (by due Application, and right 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, the inſti- 
tuted Means of conveying Remiſſion to all Be- 
levers and Penitents) they are remitted unto 
them. 4nd whoſoever Sins ye retain 4 
deny them Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Soci- 
ety for want of Faith, or caſt em out after 
Admifſion for enormous Crimes, and deny 
them theſe ſacred Pledges of Forgiveneſs of 
= ) they are reain'd, they are bound upon 
them. 2 

It is moſt ſafe to aſſert, that this is a Degree 
of Abſolution the Church abſolutely and au- 
thoritatively claims ; theſe Seals of Pardon be- 
ing poſſibly in no other hands than in. thoſe 
who are duely commilſſion*d down from him 
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who bad Power on Earth to forgive Sins; and | 


that an inherent one, and in a particular man- 
ner, and who promiſed 10 be always with the 
Apoſiles Succeſſors even to the End of the World, 


to confirm what they regularly tranſacted by 


his Ordinances, ' in his Name, and by his Au- 
thority: In which Senſe our modern Cavillers 
may be preſumed to own, that our Lord might 
ſay, -A my - Father ſent me, fo ſend I you. 
I ſhall end this Part with St. Cbryſaſtom's 
Authority z which Dectrine, if any call Pope- 
„ let me remark, that he wrote without 
Prieſteraſt, and before Popery crept into the 
World. His words are worthy our Atten- 
tion If none can enter into the Kingdom 
God, but be that it born of Water, and the 
Holy Spirit; he alſo who does not eat the Fleſh 
of the Son of Man, nor drink his Blood, hath 
xo Life in him: And if all theſe things can be 
performed by no other, only by the ſacred Hands of 
the Prieſt, bow tan any without him either avoid the 
Flames of Hell, or attain to theKingdom of Heaven? 
Having ſet theſe things in as clear a light as 
I can, aſſiſted by the moſt eminent Divines of 
our Church, for Learning, Picty and Judgment ; 
I will ſuppoſe a ſincere and religious Chriſtian 
approaching the Lord's Table with a Senſe of 
theſe things upon his Mind, and adding a 
Joyful Thankfulneſs, and an affeftionate Gra- 
titude to God, thro? Chriſt (the High-Prieſt 
undeſerved Heiser and Benefits, eſpecially i 
rv Benefits, ially in 
Chriſt's dying for him,— with ys re- 
ſignation of Soul and Body to his Uſe and 
wile diſpoſal, who gave bimſelf for us; that he 
gt redeem us. with ſincere Repontance, as 
deicribed above,. and with perfect Charity to 
all Perſons, Enemies as well as others —1 + ag 
3 * * 8 0 3 up- 
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uppoſe ſuch. a one in humble Silence joining 
A ebe Miniſter, ſupplicating God the Fa- 


ther of Mercies, and pleading by the Merit of 
his Saviour's Paſſion (repreſented by the Sym- 
bols of his broken Body, and effuſed Blood) 
that thereby he would become favourable and 
propitious to us——Such a one will be worthily 
receiv*d at this holy Feaſt, and will receive Re- 
miſſion of his Sins, and other Benefits of Chriſt's 
Paſſion. And all this is excellently provided 
for in our Communion Office, which may 
thoroughly fatisfy a well-diſpoſed Chriſtian ; 
but yer the Tempers and Apprehenſions of 
Men being different, that which does not 
touch one may nearly affect another. Upon 
chis account, the many devotional Books have 
been of great Service. But I add, for the Com- 
fort of ſincere Minds (and repeat it) that the 
Office for the Communion has abundantly pro- 
vided for the worthy partaking, as to the de- 
votional Part, and that with the moſt ſera- 
phic and raiſed Accents of Devotion, and ſuch 
as I never yet could find penn'd by any private 

b therefore moſt heartily recommend 
it to your moſt ſerious Uſe and Regard. 
But before -'I inſtance in the Suitableneſs of 
our publick Devotions, to the great Duty in 
hand, I ſhall recommend theſe few Directions. 
That you never uſe any private Devotions 
or Meditations while the Church Prayers are 
repeating, except when the Bread and Wine 
are preparing, or diſtributing. That you 
make your Reſponſes diſtinctly where requi- 
red. That you join with the Miniſter when 
directed, and be ſilent at all other times, with 
the utmoſt Attention That your Hearts go 
along with the Prayers in humble Silence and 
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z becauſe Reading, tho? ever ſo low 
to yourſelf, is apt to diſtract, whilſt Silence 
fixes the Attention ; and at the End make it 
your own, by ſaying a hearty Amen.— And 
always, that Abſolution is pecu- 
liar to the Minifter, to whom God bath given 
Power and Authority to declare and pronounce 
to the People that are truly penitent, the Abſo- 
lution and Remiſſion of their Sins: So that Men 
muſt not repeat that, leſt they be found, as it 
were confuſedly, abſolving one another, which 
is great Ignorance, and a great Fault, but too 
common. | 
Now as the 'Exhortations are full of moſt 
proper and moſt excellent Inſtructions and 
Admonitions, ſo you muſt join with the Con- 
gregation with fix'd Attention; and there 
you will find, that you are guarded againſt 
coming unworthily, by admoniſhing you, that 
ſuch as approach without a Wedding Garment 
. unworthily, are guilty of the Body and Blood of 
Cbriſt. But obſerve well, that the words 
wworthily and  unworthily carry no other Mean- 
ing than coming with or without Faith, and 
ſincere Repentance. Therefore let nothing 
affright you from this Duty, this neceſſary 
Chriſtian Duty 3 for do but repent and be- 
heve, and all is well. And what you are to 


believe is manifeſt from the Conſecration 


Prayer in theſe words. Grant that we re- 
cerving theſe thy! Creatures of Bread and & ine, 
according to thy Son our Saviour Feſus Chriſt's 
Inſtitution, in remembrance of his Death and 
Paſſion (here is expreſſed our Duty, and then 
follows the Benefit, the Communion of Chriſt's 
Body and Blood, in theſe words) may be Par- 
takers of bis moſt bleſſed Body and Blood :. or 
2 ar- 


| 
c 
c 
( 
{ 
| 
| 


\ 


(63) OM 
partakers of the Remembrance, but of the 
and Blood as our Saviour meant it, to 
all the real and beneficial Effects of his Paſſion 
and Sacrifice, verily and indeed, This is the 
Object of our Faith; it is a Myſtery, and no 
more to be explain'd than other Myſteries of 
our Religion, or indeed of Nature; and there- 
fore all buſy Curioſity that way is to be 
check'd and reprov'd with a What is that to 
thee ? follow thou me. 

So much for our Faith to be exerciſed there. 
Then we are conducted and led as it were, 
by the hand, in the ſame Office to Repentance, 
n the Hg wg LS e e thus—— 27 
that do truly and earneſily repent you of your 
Sins, and intend to lead a 3 — 
with Faith, and take this holy Sacrament to 
your Comfort, and make your humble Confeſſion 
to Almighty God. And in the Confeſſion im- 
mediately following, we are led to the acknow- 
ledging of our Offences againſt God in Thought, 
Word, and Deed z which we wou'd do well to 
call bitterly to mind at that 3 —_ we 
are repeating——— Almighty God, Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, un. TE all things, Fudge 
of all Men, we acknowledge and bewail our ma- 
nifold Sins and Wickedneſs, which we from time 
to time moſt grievouſly have committed, &c. the 
R ance is grievous, the Burden intole- 
rable. And what Time we have upon our 
hands, after our drawing near to the holy Ta- 
ble, we ſhould particularly collect in our Minds 
thoſe Sins to which we are moſt liable by our 
Conſtitution, Calling, or Employment, which 
Providence has placed us in, and there promiſe 
to God and ourſelves, with fix'd Reſolution, 
by the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, to amend where 
we have done amiſs. The 


1 1 
T he Serie of our Unworthineſs Tikewiſe? 
Is with an humble Devotion very excellently 

reſſed in the Prayer before Conſecration.— 
We do not preſume 10 5 to this thy Table, mer- 

eiu! Lord, traſting in our own Righteouſneſs, 
17 in thy 'manifol and great Mercies, &c. fo 
we acknowledge ourſelves (in the Prayer after 
receiving, to be Unzwotth through our manifold 
Sins, 10 offer to God any Sacrifice — 

After this lively Faith in God's Metcy thro? 
Chriſt, and a Repentance attended with a ſuit- 
able Humility ; after this there follows a thank- 
ful Remembrance of Chriſt's Death, and ſo 
great a Share this bears in this holy Action, 
that the whole has taken its Name from it, 
and is call d, The Euchariſt, or Thankſgiving. 

And here the Church goes before us, and di- 
refs us, and puts into our Mouths the moſt 
affectionate Abe melting Expreſſions of Thanks 
and Praiſe, that never (in my humble Opini - 
on) were any other better penn'd, even tranſ- 
_ us, While our Hearts ſtrike in with 
theſe following Breathings of Devotion. 

It is meet, right, and our bounden Duty, 
that we ſhould at all Times, and in all Places, 
give Thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, 
Almighty and Everlaſting God, —— therefore 
with Angels and A and with all the 
Company of Heaven, we laud and magnify thy 

3 4 v praiſing thee, and 
» Holy, Lord God of Hoſts; 


2 5 220 are fal of iby Glory; 2 
ry be to thee, O Lord, — High : Amen, — 
Then comes the angelical Hymn; Glory be 10 
God on High, and on Earth, Peace, 5 Will 
towards Men. Ve praiſe thee, wwe 155 thee, 

h thee, we give . 


we woonſbip thee, we 
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to thee for thy great Glory, O Lord God, Heav 
King, God the Father Almigbiy, &c. So it goes > 
ſounding Praiſe, and Worſhip,and Adoration to 
the ever great, myſtical, and glorious Trinity. 

Before this 9 of Praiſe and Thanks- 

iving . peculiarly belonging to, and makin 
A a ale 99 of 9 Duty, = 
are led to the Reſignation of ourſelves, our 
Souls and Bodies, immediately after receiv- 
ing, in theſe ſweet and humble Words : _—— 
Here we offer and preſem unto thee, O Lord, 
ourſelves, our Souls and Bodies, to be a rea- 
ſonable, holy, and lively Sacrifice unto thee, 
bumbly beſeeching thee, that all we, who are 
Partakers of this Holy Communion, may be 
fulfilled with thy Grace and Heavenly Benedicti- 
on; being Heirs through Hope of thy ever- 
lafting Kingdom, by the Merits of the moſt pre- 
cious Death and Paſſion of thy dear Son, as 
expreſſed in the ſecond Prayer after commu- 
nicating. | 

To conclude, we are reminded (before we 
receive) that we be in perfect Charity with all 
Men, in the Exhortation before receiving; 
and the Invitation to the Communion requires 
Love and Charity with our Neighbour, and 
rag and only fuch, calls us to be Par- 


rs. a ; 
Thus are we call'd to, and accompany'd in 
theſe main Duties, wherein the Worthineſs of 
a Communicant does chiefly conſiſt ; it helps 
our Infirmities in the Exerciſe of thoſe vir- 
tuous Diſpoſicions, by which we expreſs the 
worthy Tempers of our Souls, and all this is 
eh promoted by a ſtrict Attention to, and 
a fervent Uſe of the Church's Exhortations, 
Prayers, Praiſes, and —— ba 
| | muc 
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much for the hs of thoſe, who do 


not abound with Books on this Subject. 


And now I beſeech you Brethren, *dearly 


beloved in Chriſt Jeſus, ſaffer and receive a 


Word of Exhortation; for I appeal with the 
great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, God is my Re. 


cord bot I have you in my Heart; — bow great- 


ly I have grieved for you, and how I long for 
you all in the Bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, that ye 


all may be Partakers of his Grace, and that ye 


may be ſincere, perſect, and entire, and without 
Offence till the Day of Chriſt ;— that the God 
of Peace that brought again from the Dead 
our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, through the Blood of the everlafling Co- 
venant, would make you perſett in every good 
Work, -to do bis Will in this Duty, as well as 
in all other Things, well-pleafing in his Sight, 
working in yon through Feſus Pri, 10 whom 
be Glory for ever and cuber. | 

Surely, ſaid God in the Parable, they will 


Math. 21.37. reverence my Son: Look diligently therefore, leſt 
Heb. 13. 15. any of you ail of the Grace of God. | 


In fine, if our Saviour has ſaid, Except ye eat of 
the Fleſb of the Son of Man, and drink his Blood, 
ye have no Life in you ; If believing in Chriſt is 
2 and communicating is ſacramentally 
and myſtically eating his Fleſh, and 1 


his Blood; and if Chriſt hath made it as nece 


fary thus to communicate, as we think eternal. 

Life to be — why then we ought 10 give the 

more earneſt Heed to the Things we have beard,” 
For 


leſt at any Time we ſhould let them flip: For | 
if the Word ſpoken by Angels was ftedfaft, and 
every Tranſgreſſion, and Diſobedience (undet the 
Law) received a juſt Recompence of Reward ; 
bow all we eſeape if ve negieft Jo. gre 92 5 


— 


= 


(67) | 

of) Salvation under the Goſpel, which was of. * 
fered us by the Lord, and was confirmed ums 

us by them that beard bim ? . 
1 F wwe turn away from him whoſe Voice bt 
the Earth, and bath promiſed once more to ſhake 
not only the Earth, but alſo Heaven. If we 
turn away from bin that thus ſpeaketh — Do Luke 22. 19. 
this in Remembrance of me, and. bids us ſee 77 
we refuſe not him that ſpeaketh on Earth ; for if 
they eſcaped not, who ſo refuſed,” — more _— 
not they eſcape, who" turn. away 
came — bar "wick! Oden of * 
Words of eternal „ * 


. therefore there be any TEL jx tri ,; 
any Fellowſhip of Love; fulfil ye my . in 
jeliewing what Chriſt hath delivered, and 
tiſe accordingly ; and then the God of 
and Peace ſhall be with you always. 
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